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Channel Islands Condors 
P.O. Box 1993 

Camarillo CA 93011-1993 
Field Phone: (805) 482-3034 

Web Site:  www.cicondors.com 
 

                    Elected Officers 
President . . . . . . . . . . .  Bill Schatz      818-340-2180 
Vice President . . . . . .  . Jeff Maxwell  805-658-8896 
Treas & Membership.  John O’Brien  818-991-2139                                     
Secretary . . . . . . . . Richard Hodgson  818 991-6528 
Safety Officer    . . . . . . . Tony Brown  805-495-6748 
Field maintenance . . .       Open 
                Appointed Officers 
Newsletter Editor/ 
       Webmaster . . . . . . Ken Osborne   805-485-7353                                                                  
Membership & Data Base Manager   John O’Brien 
                                                                  818-991-2139 
                   Flight Instructors 
Chris Spangenberg     . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .  805-987-9859 
Ron Scott . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 805-522-5455 
 

Articles, coming events, or For Sale items 
should be mailed or E-Mailed to 

Ken Osborne at galvyn1@verizon.net 
 

 
 
 

 
Newsletter articles or pictures should be 
sent in by the 20th  of each month. “For 
Sale” ads will run for one month unless you 
ask to have it extended. 
 

For membership info call John O’Brien  
818-991-2139  
 

Regular Meetings are held the 
first  Wednesday of the month at 
7:00 pm at the Camarillo Airport 
in the Freedom Center – Bldg 515 
Club Building, on Eubanks St. Off 
Los Poses Road. The July, August and Sept. 
meetings are held at the Condors field 
where we usually have fun-fly’s and night 
flying.  
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President for 2010 – Bill Schatz 

President’s Report 
President's Report - April 2010 
  
  Hi All,  I was a little windy at the field today for the electric fun fly but from what I could see everyone 
who came to fly did.  I got there a little late, but was told there were over 30 pilots flying today.  
Considering the wind there was very little damage to any planes, we even had 4 or 5 Parkzone T-28 
chasing each other around the sky and no mid-airs!  I was also suprised to see how well GWS Lite Stiks 
could handle the wind. 
  
  The wind on Saturday tore up one of the large sections of the shade cloth so we have some repair work 
to do, but Jack L. and John G. had the field looking great for the event.  They also replaced the large 
wind sock at the East end of the pit area. 
  
  Our next event is the Gathering of the Giants on the May 1st & 2nd weekend, and we will open the field 
on Friday April 30th for the out of town flyers comming to our event. 
  
  The weather is beautiful so now is the time to get out and fly. 
  
  See you at the field. 
  

- Bill – 
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Treasurer and membership for 2010 – John O’brian 

Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Report: 
 
All membership renewals at this time should include a late fee of $10.00. It is not too late to sign up for 
2010.  
 
Expenses (since last report) 
 
$ 107.94 Camrosa Water District 
$   37.83 Consolidated Trash 
$   80.00 Fence Factory 
$   37.85 Verizon 
$ 230.00 AMA Renewal 
$   60.00 New Wind Sock 
 
Total Expenses $ 553.62 
 
Income (since last report) 
 
$ 475.00 Member Renewals 
 
Total Income $ 1940.00 
 
Delta       $ -78.62 
 
 
Regards, 
 -John 
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Secretary for 2010 – Richard Hodgson 

Secretary’s Report 
Channel Islands Condors Meeting Minutes 
Meeting Date: 3rd March 2010 
At Freedom Park Center, Camarillo 
Secretary: Richard Hodgson 
 
Bill Schatz called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and led the Pledge of Allegiance.    
 
NEW MEMBERS AND GUESTS: 
Guest Rob Malone was introduced.  Rob is looking for experience beyond Park Flyers.  Welcome Rob! 
 
GUEST SPEAKERS 
This month we had a guest presentation from Danny Bronstein and George Mena of the Corona R/C 
Club who gave a presentation on RC Combat. 
 
A lively video presentation showed the frantic activity of the five minute combat round and then also 
showed us some of the mid-air crashes that can occur when 6-10 planes are all trying to be in pretty 
much the same space.  Fortunately the planes are quite resilient – see below. 
 
Danny and George represent West Coast Combat, who are a group promoting combat and who are 
helping interested groups to run their first events. 
 
Radio Control Combat has its own AMA Special Interest Group, the Radio Control Combat Association. 
 
Currently there are about 8 local clubs involved (including Temecula, Corona, Victorville, Coachella, 
Palomar, an AZ club).  Typical events have 15-20 pilots competing.   
There are two classes: 
 
Slow Survivable Combat SSC (“beginner”): 
 .15 sized engine  
 Only the Master Airscrew 8 x 3 combat prop 
 17,500 RPM max 
 Plane at least 2.5 Lbs 
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SSC is intended to be basically stock 
 
An interesting clause in the rules allows anyone to buy the winner’s engine (at a set price more than it is 
allowed to cost), so that there is an incentive to keep things stock. 
 
Open B: 
 Max .32 sized engine 
 Any weight less than 3.5 Lbs 
 Any prop 
  
Open B allows for performance tuning, but SSC planes do get flown in Open B heats also. 
 
The planes tow a streamer – 30 foot long crepe paper on a 5 foot tow line, and the goal of the event is to 
protect your own streamer while scoring cuts on others. 
 
 
 
Each cut scores 100 points and you gain 12 points per foot of your own streamer left – each pilot has a 
judge alongside who will record the cuts the pilot makes.  All pilots and judges must wear hard hats.  
The round runs for 5 minutes after an initial 90 second allowance for launching, and still being in the air 
after 5 minutes is a requirement to scoring ! There is a flight box airspace for safety and there are 
deductions for any violations.  A combat event would have at least 4 rounds, but probably many more, 
and depending on the number of entries and rounds planned there may be up to 10-12 aircraft flying in 
any one round. 
 
Danny and George brought two aircraft to show us, the Palomar Mig and the Treneff RC BattleAxe.  
 
Palomar Mig: 
 

 
 
Designed and kitted by the Palomar (San Diego) club, the kit is available for $40 with almost everything 
you need except engine and electronics.  The plane is made from 2mm and 4mm Coroplast and is very 
rugged.  “Buildathon” sessions are often held a few weeks before a combat event.  I found the plans and 
build information online at 
http://home.comcast.net/~westaero/#MiG-7%20Plans                                          
 – There is a nice explanation of build ideas taking advantage of Coroplast’s fluted construction. 
 
TreneffRC Battleaxe: 
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This model has a pair of aluminum rails for the fuse, and a foam wing with a leading edge spar and tape 
covering. The www.treneffrc.com website also has a build thread.  The example shown was an electric 
version with a 4 cell LiPo driving a Turnigy motor. 
 
Thank you to Danny and George for visiting us and giving a great presentation. 
 
 
GENERAL NEWS 
 
The Weather Station hardware is now functional and a mounting location is being decided upon. 
 
Notices have been sent for past due renewals for 2010.  Currently about 210 memberships are in, with 10 
received at the meeting, and about 40 to go with a few leaves of absence also granted. 
 
Jeff Maxwell hosted a great event with the Dawn of Flight; the weather cooperated and there were 23 
pilots. 
 
The next event is the Electric Fun Fly on Sunday March 28th. 
 
Safety – things have been good over the past period. 
 
The new rules graphic is now ready for a final full-sized proof printing prior to cutting the vinyl. 
 
John O’Brien provided a budget overview for 2010: 
 
Water   200/mo (was 14/mo recently until the water board fitted a meter) 
Mtg. Room 120/mo            
Trash  840 
Phone  250 
Outhouses 960 
Repairs 3000 
Road maint. 600 
Total           $9350 
 
Newsletter expenses don’t show now because all but 40 copies go out electronically (via notification of the 
file being posted on the website).  Even copies which used to go to local clubs now go electronically, and 
Ken receives newsletters from other clubs this way too.  
 
The budget was voted on and approved. 
 
The new windsock is on order. 
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SHOW AND TELL: 
 
Jeff showed his Maxford Jenny ARF – just like a smaller version of Jack LaPraik’s large model. 
 
Joe Messing showed his Hobby Lobby Piper ARF – 38 Oz with battery and using an Axi motor and Jeti 
ESC. 
 
Ken Milbrett showed his Hangar 9 P51 which has been electrified with batteries mounted in the space 
that was for the exhaust system.  Ken is running about 1900W from 8 cells, and the plane weighs about 
15 pounds.  It has one flight and flew very well. 
 
Matt Springer showed an Extreme Flight 88 inch Yak, which is for sale.  Matt ran this with an electric 
system running about 3500 W from a 12S system. 

 

 
Newsletter Editor / Webmaster for 2010 – Ken Osborne 

A word from the Editor 
I have been wanting to have a place to put tips, tricks and advice so 

here is the first one sent in by Ron Scott 
 

If you have any tips you would like to have in the newsletter just e-mail them to me. 
 
 

 

                         Li Po Battery Recovery          
                                                                     By: Ron Scott  as of 3-27-10) 
 
 
            Over the past 3 years like many other modelers who routinely use Li Po batteries, I too have had a few problems.  
            And, like just about everyone else, some of my LiPo problems have been due to my own carelessness. 
            For example 1) Forgetting to unplug the battery on the plane after a flight or  2) leaving my LiPo powered 
            transmitter ON for some time like over night or several days. 3) Leaving the battery connected to the charger and 
            forgetting it. Obviously in each case, there’s not much left in the LiPo when Iv’e discovered my goof. This  
            drains the battery and sucks the voltage down to almost “0” volts. But all hope may not be lost because there is a  
            chance that the LiPo battery pack can be recovered – in some lucky cases. Here’s how it has worked for me. 
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             First, put the battery in a regular Li Po charge cycle and see if it will recover at a low charge rate of ~ 0.5 amp. 
             In some cases with some batteries, that’s all it takes to wake it up! If it won’t recover, try a balanced charge, 
             using the balance connector, at 0.5 amp so that the individual cells can recover. I am assuming that you have a  
             good charger capable of “balance” charging and charging all three battery types i.e. LiPo’s, NmH, and NiCd’s.  
             (I use a Turnigy chargers from “Hobby King.com”) 
 
              Second, but a word of caution is in order before you go ahead. This approach will take constant monitoring of  
              the voltage of the battery while in the charge mode in order to avoid the danger of a LiPo fire or explosion.  
 
              Here’s how it goes. Try charging the battery as if it were a Nickel Metal Hydride battery at a 0.5 amp rate. But,  
              be careful and watch over the battery as it is charging. Do not leave it unattended. As it is charging, watch for 
              the voltage to approach 9 volts (3 volts per cell) for a 3 cell 11.1 volt pack. At  9.0 to 9.5 volts, switch the  
              charger over to a Li Po charge and continue charging at approximately 1.0 amp until the battery is fully charged 
              at ~12.6 Volts (2 cell = 7.4, 4 cell = 14.8 V, etc.). At all  times – Stay with the charger to make sure no over  
              charge condition or heat develops and causes a fire. (I always use a covered pan or cookie jar to contain the 
              battery incase of a fire - see page 2)  
 
 

                                              
 
              
   
              
              If either of the these approaches doesn’t work to recover the battery to approximately 4.2 V per cell, one or  
              more cells may be defective. If that is the case, try to recover the bad cell by connecting wires to the low cell  
              thru the balance connector and set the charger to 3.7 volts (1 cell) and 0.5 amp charge rate. Watch the voltage 
              climb to hopefully 4.2 Volt and stop. If the 1 cell recovers OK, Great. Plug in the battery to the charger in a 
              “Ballanced” mode at 1.0 amp. And watch the charge rate until the battery reaches full charge @ 4.2 v per cell. 
               For example 2 cell = 8.4 volt, 3 cell 12.6 Volt, 4 cell = 16.8 volts, etc. I have been able to recover 3 out of 4  
               LiPo battery packs that I would have otherwise dumped, which when you factor in the cost of a LiPo battery 
               pack, that’s not bad. 
 
              Battery “Puffed up”??? 
          
               Get rid of it – don’t take a chance and keep it around where it could potentially explode and cause a fire. 
               It could develop a pin hole leak and outgas – at which point the gas could ignite with the air and a fire can erupt 
               and burn up your car or house, or ???  That reciently happened to a friend of mine who was trying to charge a 
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               Puffed LiPo on the passenger side of his SUV. Fortunately the door was open and someone spotted the smoke 
               and dumped their bottle of soda on it to save the day. 
 
              LiPo Disposal: 
 
               If  you can’t recover a battery, its time to totally discharge and dispose of it. LiPo’s can be disposed of in the 
               regular trash – unlike Ni Cd batteries which need to be recycled. 
 
               You need to discharge the battery by using a lightbulb, resistor, or whatever to less than 2 Volts per cell. The 
               whole idea is to take as much energy out of the battery as possible. Next, cut off the connector as short as 
               possible. Do not short out  the wires or there could be sparks. Using a pan or bucket fill to ½ with water and  
               add ¼ cup of salt. The salt water takes the remaining charge out of the battery pack. Let the battery pack soak  
               in the salty brine between 1-2 weeks. Now the battery can safely be thrown in the trash. 
 
 

 

 
 
                       
         
 
 
 
Have a great day,  Ron, ……………………. 
                                                                                                                    
 
 
 
You don’t want this! 
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---- FOR SALE ---- 
- Ultimate BiPlane, 60 size by Goldberg, YS .91 AC Engine + radio ……………………………  $275 
- Ultra Sport ARF by Great Planes, no Motor but has RC equip. with extra wing and tail section   $ 60 
- Buzzard Bombshell hi wing trainer,  ~80” ws, OS .46 motor + RC ……………………………  $100 
- Profile “The Knife” by Morris Hobbies ~50” ws, wi th OS .25 Engine, …………………………    $60 
- Pietenpoc - high wing antique – Parasol wing ~65” ws with OS .40 engine + Radio …………    $75 
- Jass Stick, 60 size (Similar to Ugly Stick), with O.S. 46 motor + Radio ……………...................  $125 
- Spirit Glider,  ~80” wing span, no motor …………………………………………………………   $35 
- Whisper motor glider (Electric-brushed), ~80” wing span, with radio…………………………… ..$60 
- Blue/White motor glider with 2 cycle AP .15 motor, with radio …………………………………   $60 
- Zagi flying wing with brushed motor, ……………………………………………………………    $25 
- Big Stick by Great planes, 50” WS with K&B .48 2 cy engine, + Radio …………………………$100 
- Starfire 40 ARF  ~55” WS, with Magnum .46  2 cy Engine ………………………………………  $75 
 
Kits:  
- Wacky Waco Bi-plane,  44” ws, …………………………………………………………………..   $40 
- Super Kaos, 58”ws …………………………………………………………………………………  $40 
- Glider – Bird of Time, 80” w……………………………………………………………………….. $40 
 
Misc: 
 - 2 boxes of assorted balsa wood …………………………………………………………………… $ 15 
 - Starter for 2 cy or 4 cy engines ……………………………………………………………………  $ 10 
 
 
 
 Call Dorothy Swenson at 805-984-6019 (Oxnard), For more info. Call Ron Scott @ 805-522-5455 
 
DA-150 with stock smoke mufflers $150 
Bill Hoffer 
805.527.4532 
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      Channel Islands Condors 
         P.O. Box 1993 
         Camarillo  CA   93011-1993 
 

 
 
 

 
  Stamp 

UP COMING EVENTS 
At Condor Field 

 

MARCH 
20 – 21 RCX Model Airplane Expo @ Pomona Fairplex 

 20 – Electric-Fly (Indoor) Simi Valley Rec. Center 5005 LA Ave @ 7:30 Mar 
21 – Valley Flyers Giant Scale Fly in 

 26 – 28 – Float Fly – Visalia Russell Pond 
 28 – Electric Fun-fly 

April 
3-4 Q40/Q500 pylon racing – Valley Flyers www.valleyflyers.com 
9-11   Float Fly – Lake Cachuma – SBRCM club, No Charge, no BBQ or 
raffle 
18   Electric Fun Fly - Valley Flyers – www.valleyflyers.com 
17-18   Float Fly @ Lake Casitas – Ventura County Comets 
17   Electric Fly (indoor) @ Simi Valley Rec Center 5005 LA Ave. @ 7:30 
PM 
24   Simi Valley Flyers – Electric only - Fun Fly, BBQ, & Swap Meet 
24-25   Lake Hemet Float Fly – Hemet Model Masters – 
www.hemetmodelmasters.org 
30   Pre-21st Annual Gathering of the Giants event @ Condor field (for out 

of town guests who arrive early) 
For more dates 

Please check the web site for updates 
www.cicondors.com 


