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Next meeting: Wednesday, December 5, @ 7:PM @ Camarillo Airport – 
Freedom Center – Bldg 515 on Eubanks St. (at Wills St. crossing) 
 

 
 
                                                      The War Bird Event    By Bill Hoffer 
 
On November 11, 2007 the Condors held their annual War Bird Fly-In.  We had 33 registered pilots and over 40 
airplanes of all kinds from Frank Oliver’s 60 size Zero to Ray Cannon’s huge B-52 bomber.  You can see pictures, 
both static and action, of the airplanes on Leigh Lopez’s web site.  He took some marvelous pictures and they are on 
the web for everyone to view and/or down load at the following. 
 

http://picasaweb.google.com/acejr371/CICondors2007VeteransDayFlyin 
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Channel  Islands  Condors 
P.O. Box 1993 

Camarillo CA 93011-1993 
Field Phone: (805) 482-3034 

 Web Site:  www.cicondors. com   
 

                    Elected Officers 
President . . . . . . . . . . . .John O’Brien  818-991-2139 
Vice President . . . . . . . . Mark Sesma  805-659-0244 
Treas. & Membership . . . Bill Schatz  818-340-2180 
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Nemit  805-987-5075 
Safety Officer . . . . . . . . . Open 
Field maintenance . . .Wesley Minear  805-373-1771 
                                   & Gene Norman  805-485-2622 
 

                Appointed Officers 
Newsletter Editor . . . . . . .  Ron Scott  805-522-5455 
Membership & Data Base Manager        Bill Schatz 
                                                                 818-340-2180 
 

                   Flight Instructors 
Javier Garcia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 805 488 4241 
Chris Spangenberg     . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  805 987 9859 
Ron Scott . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 805 522-5455 
 

Articles, coming events, or For Sale items 
should be mailed or E-Mailed to  
ronscott@dslextreme.com or, 805-522-5455 
(leave message), 2848 Gardner St. Simi Valley, 
93065 
 

Newsletter articles or pictures should be sent 
in by the 20th  of each month. “For Sale” ads 
will run for two months. 
 

For membership info call Bill Shatz @818-
340-2180.  
    

Regular Meetings are held the first  
Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm 
at the Camarillo Airport in the 
Freedom Center – Bldg 515 Club 
Building, on Eubanks St. Off Los Poses 
Road. The July, August and Sept. meetings 
are held at the Condors field where we usually 
have fun-fly’s and night flying. 
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President’s Message 
I hope everyone had a great  
Thanksgiving. The December 
holidays are upon us. The  
December meeting will feature 
pizza and drinks for all. This is 
the last meeting of the year  
and I hope that everyone can  
make it. There will not be a  
guest speaker this month, but  
there will still be plenty to do 
and talk about. 
 
The War Bird Event was tremendous. Frank Oliver and 
his helpers did another fabulous job. There was a large 
turnout of planes and pilots. The parking lot was over 
flowing with cars. Despite the bad weather forecast, the 
outing was well attended and every one seemed to enjoy 
the flying. There were planes from all the different wars, 
and the quality of many of the planes was outstanding. I 
really enjoyed this one. Thanks Frank for putting this one 
together. 
 
It is once again time to renew our AMA badges and our 
Club memberships. In keeping with tradition, we will be 
raffling off a free one year membership. To be part of the 
raffle all that you have to do is to show up for the 
December meeting. That’s it. We will raffle a free 
membership based on your sign-in sheet number. 
Remember the new meeting site: 
 
Freedom Center & Park 
515 Eubanks 
Camarillo, CA, 93010 
 
I would like to thank Nate Rambo and Darryl Bergstrom 
(second month in a row) for providing an interesting look 
at foam in our hobby. The technical knowledge of our 
members is amazing. Nate and Darryl represent many 
years of experience in our hobby and they are always 
there to help the others by passing along their hard earned 
experience in building. Thanks again it was GREAT. 
 
Ron Scott is hanging up his computer. Ron has done a 
great job over the last couple of years putting together our 
newsletter, but all good things come to an end. I will be 
looking for a replacement. So, if you are interested please 
see me at the field or give me a call. Ron, thanks for all 
the fine work that you have done for the club. It was truly 
appreciated. 
 

 



December is election for club officers’ month. It is once 
again time to vote for those that will represent the club 
during the 2008 year.  
 
There will be an end of the year raffle. The items should 
be outstanding. This is the big one and the meeting to 
make. Buy a ticket (or many) and take a chance. 
 
Hope to see you all at the meeting. Be safe and have fun 
flying. 
 

                                              John O’Brien 
 
Vice President’s Message 
 
Well the holidays are almost here and another year gone by. 
Where did the time go?  This year I was so obsessed with the 
club and flying I got no work done around the house, but my 
wife’s ok with it so I am too!  I have sold nearly all of the 
Condors shirts, I have most 2 XXLs left.  Still have those nice 
hats and plenty of coffee mugs for you to purchase.  See me at 
the field on the weekend or at our monthly meeting.  Speaking 
of monthly meeting, you won’t want to miss December 
meeting.  Raffle prizes are going to be killer as usual except 
more of them.  See you Wednesday, December 5 at the 
meeting. 
 
 See you at the field. 
.                          Mark Sesma 
 
 CHANNEL ISLANDS CONDORS 
 
From: J T Nemit CIC Meeting November 7, 2007 
 
John O’Brien called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM at our 
new meeting place at the Camarillo Airport. Thirty-eight 
members were in attendance. 

 
New Members and Guests 
 
The VP reported that the club is now up to 260 members. 
 
Old and New Business 
 
The Santa Anna winds did considerable damage to our field 
facility. The tables were blown to the wind and the awning 
was badly damaged. The ground crew did a great job in 
restoring the field to tip top shape for the Warbird event. 
This event was a grand success in spite of the Euro-theater 
weather and everyone had a great time. Thanks to all that 
supported and participated in this activity.  
Members have done a good job at keeping the gates locked 
at all times, keep up the good work. 

Frank Oliver participated in the Arizona shootout and come 
in 9th. He managed 3rd in the southwest region. 
Congratulations Frank.  
6 club members attended the three-day Lake Casitas float 
fly. The site is in terrific shape and everyone had a good 
time. More members should participate.  
John O’Brian requested inputs on events for 2008 to plan 
the year’s calendar. So far we have Gathering of the Giants 
on May 3-5, IMAC in mid July, an electric event and the 
Warbird event.  
 
This Month Speaker 
Darryl Bergstrom and Nate Rambo were our speaker duo 
this month with tips and tricks in foam construction for the 
membership.  They covered the various foam types such as 
Black EPP 1.5 pounds/cubic foot, Depron white at 3.3 and 
Depron gray at 3.0. They also covered various skin types 
such as balsa, thin plywood with polycarbonate skins being 
the strongest. While many adhesives such as epoxy or 
contact cement can be used for bonding the skins to the 
foam Darryl recommended using PL window adhesive 
available at your better hardware outlets.  
 
SHOW AND TELL 
Darryl presented his Paddywag, which consisted of a Patty 
Wagstaff wing and tail feathers modified and his own new 
design for the body. Wing span 82 inches, weight at 13# 
with power plant that delivers 21# of thrust. Should be a 
great flyer.  
Rich Cox showed off his beautiful 5th scale Spitfire Mk 14 
with a Brison 3.2 for power. He will be test flying it shortly.  
Harry Sanchez presented his great planes Super Sportster.  
Crystal Morgan flew the plane she presented last month 
with good results and no landing rashes.  
John O’Brian showed off his electric Speedy-Bee with 
A123 battery as the fuel source.  
 
Raffle Results: 
Mark Sesma- Tupperware container, Condor cup, incidence 
meter and decal paper 
Ed Sutton- Condor cup and Wall map 
Javier- 20-20 Glow fuel, foam glue 
Mike Osborne- Filling station 
Dave Schroeder- Smart cut system, Condor hat  
Leigh Lopez- Super stand, Decal paper and Condor hat 
Tony Brown- S75 servo 
Crystal Morgan- Receiver, Glider with launcher and fuel 
pump 
Gene Norman- Tool Bag 
Ben Lucchese- Firebird Phantom 
John Gonzales- Glow Plugs 
 
                                               Jeff  Nemit  
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Speakers for the Night 
 
Nate Rambo talked about Foam Wings 

 
 
Darryl Bergstrom again was our speaker for the night 
with all kinds of information on different foams, cutting 
techniques, gluing sheeting, etc. 
Darryl is truly an Encyclopedia of information to the 
modeling hobby. 
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Show and Tell 
Again, Darrel Bergstrom with his Custom designed Patty 
Wagstaf Extra 300 with Bryson 3.2” gas engine 

 
Rich Cox with his truly beautiful Spitfire with retracts, a 
Bryson 3.2’ gas engine, 88” wing span and 23 lb. 

 
 
Harry Sanchez with his 40 size Super Sportster and OS 
FX 40 engine. 

 



 
John O’Brian with his Speedy Bee with a 42” wing span 
and E-Flight Electric motor. 

 
 
Crystal Morgan and Edge 540 

 
 
 
 
War Bird event – Continued from page 1 

 

The weather was overcast but what do you expect during 
war?  It didn’t matter much because everyone flew and 
flew.  When the mist came about noon Frank Oliver and 
Javier Garcia flew anyway.  I had to take some paper 
towels out to cover Frank’s transmitter but they just kept 
right on flying.  We had a small pilot’s raffle and it 
seemed everyone had a great time.  
 
We collected 38 toys and $170 in cash to buy more toys.  
We will turn the toys over the Marines at the Toy for Tots 
fly-in at the basin in mid December. 
 
 I heard many say they are looking forward to next year. 

 
Thanks to Frank Oliver for directing another great event 
and kudos to everyone who made the event a big success: 
 
Jack Lapraik - Line Boss, 
Bill Benson & Richard Hodgson - Registration & 
Transmitter Impound 
Chris Spangenberg - Announcer 
Chris Brashears - Food 
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Condors at the Lake Cachuma Float fly 
on 10-25-2007 
Dave Gregware with his electric Mini Seamaster 2 

 
 
Rich Tejeda with his 90 size Seamaster 

 
Ron Scott’s   40 size Seamaster and Knockabout 
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                       Model Fuel – What is it ?             

                                                                             By: Ron Scott    October, 2004 
 
IN THE BEGINNING 
The glow plug was invented in 1940 and started being used in small/light model engines to replace heavier gas engines that required spark 
plug and ignition systems. A new type of fuel had to be developed for glow plugs. Methanol (methyl alcohol) and castor oil were the answer 
for glow plug engines. At first the basic model engine fuel mix was 75% methanol and 25% castor oil. If you wanted a little more power, 
nitromethane (nitro) was added. The amount of nitro was typically around 5 to 15%. 
 
Years later, fuel makers started experimenting with new types of “synthetic” lubricants that were chemically made. These oils were actually 
“slicker” than castor oil. This meant that the manufactures could use less castor oil and more methanol – resulting in more power. Most glow 
fuel manufactures use synthetic oils in their fuels today. 
 

OIL CONTENT 
The model engine manufactures of today’s two cycle engines such as OS, and Thunder Tiger recommend 18%, Magnum recommends 20%, 
and Enya recommends 20% for break-in and 15% after break-in. The manufactures should know – based on thousands of hours of factory 
testing and their history of engine service and repairs. 
 
Most reputable fuel manufactures print the amount of oil content on their label. If they don’t, question it or buy the brands that do. 
The bottom line is – you spend a lot of money on an engine, so why not see that it has proper lubrication and protection over time. 
 

CASTOR OR SYNTHETIC 
Most fuel manufactures use a blend of castor and synthetic oils. A typical mix would be 17% synthetic and 3% castor oil to make a blend of 
20% of the volume in one gallon of fuel. (Performance Plus is a 18/2 % blend) 
 
Castor oil – which is derived from the caster bean, has good lubricating qualities, plus it is a natural rust inhibitor. It has a flash point of around 
500˚F, which is about 100˚F higher than synthetic oils. The down side is that it can sometimes cause varnish and carbon build-up, resulting in 
loss of power in the engine.  
 
Synthetic oil – which is chemically made, is “slicker” than castor oil and has very good lubricating qualities. This means that the manufactures 
could use less oil and more methanol. On the other hand, synthetic oils are more expensive and can cause rust. 
Synthetic oils also have a low flash point of around 400˚F. Since this is close to the normal internal temperature of most engines, an engine 
could loose lubrication and overheat then damage the engine – especially on a hot day with a lean mixture. 
 

ADDETIVES 
The better fuels have additives such as rust and corrosion inhibitors, antifoaming agents and extreme pressure additives, etc. 
 

COOLING EFFECTS 
All engines generate heat and therefore depend on cooling from the air, oil, and methanol to carry away most of the heat. A typical model 
engine runs between 300 to 400˚ F (head temperature) and if not cooled will burn up in a short period.  
 
- Methyl Alcohol: As the fuel enters the crankcase in liquid droplet form, it heats up and reaches its boiling point of 147˚F. It then 

vaporizes and mixes with air molecules. This change of state consumes a great amount of heat and cools the internal engine parts before 
being ignited and carried out the exhaust. 

- Oil: The oil (caster and synthetic) lubricates and cools the engine by wetting the internal parts while resisting surface boiling and 
vaporization. Castor oil lubricates and cools way beyond the temperature that most synthetic oils can function. As temperature increases, 
castor oil becomes thermally unstable and rapidly polymerizes, becoming a better lubricant while also carrying away waste engine heat 
through the exhaust. Some people consider castor oil a nuisance, since it decomposes into a soft varnish that may be deposited on 
internal and external engine parts. Synthetic oils are excellent but have limitations of overheating. Most synthetic oils can burn in the 
combustion chamber if the needle valve is set too lean. Under extreme temperatures, they can degrade into the original chemicals they 
were formulated from. 
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- Nitro (nitromethane): Nitro produces more energy per cycle, combustion-chamber pressure and crankshaft torque than any other 

common fuel component. However, combusting nitro also adds excess heat. Nitro can also produce sharply elevated combustion 
temperatures that encourage detonation – especially with higher percentages of nitro in the fuel. If you raise the nitro level above 25%, 
you should also consider shimming the head (head gasket) to reduce the compression ratio. 

 
  AVOID OVERHEATING 

1. Adjust the needle valve to slightly rich after reaching maximum rpm with the engine pointed up. 
2. Use 18 – 22% lubricant in the fuel. If you want more, add an additional ounce of castor oil to the mix. 
3. Don’t go too high in nitro level, 15% should be enough for most engines. 
4. Use the correct propeller size. Too large of a prop will not allow the engine to reach high enough rpm for cooling. 
5. Make sure that there is adequate airflow around the engine in the plane. 

 
        Q & A 
 

1. How long will fuel last? 
If stored in an airtight container, not in direct sunlight, in a cool area, like a garage or basement – almost indefinitely. The two worst 
enemies of fuel are water and dirt. Methanol, the base ingredient of fuel, is hygroscopic, meaning that it absorbs water from the air. A 
fuel container left open for even a couple of days is probably ruined. 

2. What is the difference between 2 cycle and 4 cycle fuels? 
Mainly the oil content. 4 cycle engines usually run cooler due to firing every forth cycle compared to 2 cycle engines firing every 
second cycle. Also, because 4 cycle engines fire half as much as 2 cycle engines, the glow plug has a greater tendency to cool off. 
Too much oil tends to foul the glow plug and tends to slow down or stop the engine at lower rpm. Most fuel manufactures use 5% 
less oil in their 4-cycle mix. Therefore, 4-cycle fuel is typically 15% oil, 70% methanol and 15% nitro. 

3. Why is fuel so expensive? 
Because of the nitromethane – at around $50 per gallon. Or, around 50% of the price of a gallon of fuel is paying for the nitro!! 

4. What type of break-in fuel should I use? There are two schools of thought on this one.  1) Break in an engine on no more than 10% 
nitro. 2) Break in the engine on the fuel you intend to use for long term. The reasoning is that if you break-in with the same % nitro, 
then the engine will be experiencing the same expansion and wear-in of the piston, cylinder walls, head, etc, that it will see in the 
normal running conditions. (Personally, I break-in with 10% and add 2 oz. of castor oil to the gallon of fuel I’m using. After running 
about 2 tanks thru the engine, I go to 15% for 2 tanks then I’m ready for the long run at 15%). The main thing is to make sure that 
your fuel always has at least 20% oil to ensure adequate lubrication during break-in. 

5. How do you prevent bubbles and foaming at the fuel tank and lines? Here are a few ways. 1) Make sure that there are no cuts or 
holes in the fuel lines or tank. 2) Make sure that the fuel tank is supported with foam to reduce vibration. 3) Add 2-4 drops of 
“Armor-all” to 1 gallon of fuel. (Armor-all is a Synthetic oil product for cleaning car upholstery – sold at Auto supply stores.) 

 
    At this time – November, 2007, the average price of 1 gallon of 2 cycle 15% fuel is around $18 to $20. (and regular gas for my car is    
    $3.00 per gallon ) 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                               C:/Documents/RC-Model Fiel.doc 
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Safety 
Be safe, fly safe, and keep in mind other flyers safety at 
the flying field. Call out your intentions – “Coming out”, 
“Low Pass”, “On The Field”, “Landing” etc. The plane 
you save may be your own. 
 
 
 

Funnies of the month 
 
 
Subject: T.G.I.F. vs. S.H.I.T. 
 
A business man got on an elevator. When he 
entered, there was a blonde already inside who 
greeted him with a bright, 'T-G-I-F.' 
 
He smiled at her and replied, 'S-H-I-T.' 
 
She looked puzzled, and repeated, 'T-G-I-F,' more 
slowly. 
 
He again answered, 'S-H-I-T.' 
 
The blond was trying to keep it friendly, so, she 
smiled her biggest smile and said as sweetly as 
possibly, 'T-G-I-F.' 
 
The man smiled back to her and once again, 'S-H-I-T.' 
 
The exasperated blond finally decided to explain, 
''T-G-I-F' means 'Thank Goodness It's Friday.' Get it 
duuhhh?' 
 
The man answered, ''S-H-I-T' means 'Sorry, Honey, 
It's Thursday.' 
 
 

For Sale 
I have the following items for sale at present: 
 
-  O.S. 0.46FX for sale at $100.00 or best offer. 
-  SuperTigre 0.40 2 cycle at $30.00 or best offer. 
-  Tanic 3-cell, 800 mAh battery pack $30.00. 
 
                                                Crystal Morgan 
 
 
 

 
 

For Sale 
Japanees “0” airplane by Modelteck. Engine, and Full 
radio system with servos. Wing span = 61”, OS 40 XP 
engine, Futaba radio ready to go.  Fly’s very well        
                                                                                    $150 

 
………………………..Call Ron Scott @ 805-522-5455 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To All, 
It’s been fun doing the Condors Newsletter for 
the last 2 years but it’s time to move on and let 
someone else fill this spot. 
Thanks to all those who helped out with 
contributing articles and pictures, and the crew 
who helped out folding and stamping and mailing 
out the newsletter  
 

Merry Christmas and a Merry Christmas and a Merry Christmas and a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New YearHappy New YearHappy New YearHappy New Year    
 
                               Ron Scott 
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        Channel Islands Condors  
        P.O. Box 1993 
        Camarillo  CA   93011-1993 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                   - 12 - 

 
  Stamp 

           Coming Events 
 
 December 
  →  9     Toys for tots fly-in – Valley Flyers 
  → 20    Comets Christmas party 
  → 25  Santa Claus brings new stuff to replace 
all the planes & motors that Murphy broke during 
the year. 


