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   Next meeting: Wednesday, May 2, @ 7:PM @ Camarillo Airport in the  

            Educational  Service Center Building, 570  Airport Way  
 
 

 
 

Dick Metzger with his new “Cetobria Pro” plane from Balsa USA. It has a wing span of 80”and a 
Sato 90 twin four cycle engine – it looks and fly’s great. This is a kit airplane and fairly easy to 
build. The incidence was a little difficult to work out but it finally came together. It weighs 7.25 lb. 
and now has 4 flights. 
 
 



 

Channel  Islands  Condors 
P.O. Box 1993 

Camarillo CA 93011-1993 

Field Phone: (805) 482-3034 

 Web Site:  www.cicondors. com   
 

                    Elected Officers 
President . . . . . . . . . . . .John O’Brien  818-991-2139 
Vice President . . . . . . . . Mark Sesma  805-659-0244 
Treas. & Membership . . . Bill Schatz  818-340-2180 
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Nemit  805-987-5075 

Safety Officer . . . . . . . . . Steve Davis  805-497-9670 

Field maintenance . . .Wesley Minear  805-373-1771 

                                   & Gene Norman  805-485-2622 
 

                Appointed Officers 
Newsletter Editor . . . . . . .  Ron Scott  805-522-5455 

Membership & Data Base Manager        Bill Schatz 

                                                                 818-340-2180 
 

                   Flight Instructors 
Javier Garcia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 805 488 4241 
Chris Spangenberg     . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  805 987 9859 
Ron Scott . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 805 522-5455 
 

Articles, coming events, or For Sale items 

should be mailed or E-Mailed to  

ronscott@dslextreme.com or, 805-522-5455 

(leave message), 2848 Gardner St. Simi 

Valley, 93065 
 

Newsletter articles or pictures should be sent 

in by the 20
th
  of each month. “For Sale” ads 

will run for two months. 
 

For membership info call Bill Shatz @818-

340-2180.  
    

Regular Meetings are held the first  

Wednesday of the month at 7:00 

pm at the Camarillo Airport in the 

Educational  Service Center 

Building, 570  Airport Way. Off Los 
Poses Road. The July, August and Sept. 

meetings are held at the Condor’s field where 

we usually have fun-fly’s and night flying. 
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President’s Message 
The Gathering of Giants is  
A week away while I am  
writing this. I hope the  
event will be as much fun  
for you as I know it will be  
for me. We will be meeting  
at Cowan Center for the next 
two months and then will 
meet at the field for the next 
three months. The Cowan  
Center will become a storage 
area later this year and will 
not be available for our use. The board will be looking 
for a new meeting place over the next couple of months. 
We will let you know as soon as we know. 
 
As I said last month, the field is looking great and I 
would like to single out the work done by Gene Norman. 
He has gone above and beyond the call of duty. The 
board has made the decision to reward Gene for all his 
work with a lifetime membership. We will honor him 
with the award at the next club meeting in May. Please 
join us in honoring Gene. 
 
Bill Schatz reported on the demographics of the club at 
the last meeting. There is now a large group of giant 
scale flyers and an equal number of electric flyers. The 
remainder of the club was broken down into smaller 
groups of glow, IMAC and helicopter flyers. It is 
interesting to see the surge of electric powered aircraft 
and flyers, and the remaining interest in larger models. 
We definitely have a little bit of interest in every aspect 
of RC flying. It is a great club. 
 
I just bought a Sig Kadet Senior from one of our 
members, Mike Pontelle. I am going to power it with an 
E-fite 60BL electric motor. I am experimenting with the 
new A123 lithium-ion batteries. I went on E-Bay and 
purchased a couple of DeWalt 36 volt battery packs for 
the cells. It is cheaper at this time to buy the cells this 
way then to buy them outright. (6 bucks cheaper per cell) 
I will report back at the next meeting on how the 
experiment went. I needed a back-up airplane for the 
Gathering of Giants and thought this would be a neat 
way to go. Still don’t know if I will have my gasser ready 
at this time.  
See you all at the next meeting.  
Happy Flying 
aeronca@roadrunner.com  

                                              John O’Brien 
 

 



Vice President’s Message 
 
The Spectrum DX7 is back!  Due to popular demand we 
have another DX7 to raffle at the Condor meetings, so 
bring your cash to the May meeting for a chance to win 
this amazing technological phenomenon.  Tickets are $5 
and will be sold prior to meeting and at intermission. 
Tickets will not be sold while the meeting is in progress 
so all can hear what the Mystery Guest Speaker has to 
say.  That's right Mystery.  So you have to come to find 
out who he is.  April speaker Mike Goodman gave an 
excellent presentation on his Dakota Hawk full size kit, 
hope you enjoyed.  I will have Condor hats and shirts to 
sell at the May meeting as well, you can pay by check if 
you want, so bring those check books. 
 

.                          Mark Sesma 
 

       CHANNEL ISLANDS CONDORS 
 
CIC Meeting April 4, 2007 
From: J T Nemit  
 
John O’Brien called the meeting to order at 7:10PM with 
49 members being present. 

 
New Members and Guests- None 
 

Old and New Business 
 
The BOD requested and the membership present agreed 
to buy more shirts and hats for sale to club members.  
Treasurer reports that 230 have paid their dues up from 
200 last month.  
The BOD presented the results of the survey of the 
interests of the membership for current and future events. 
This information will be used to plan events in the future. 
The results will be posted on the web site.  

All members were reminded that the speed limit for 

the entry road is 20 mph. We need to keep the speed 
down for safety as well as keeping the road in good 
shape for the year.  
The BOD recognized Gene Norman with a lifetime 
membership for his tireless contribution to the club and 
particularly the facility upkeep and improvements. Our 
buildings were in need of painting and Javier volunteered 
to do the spray painting. This was completed in April, 
thanks again Javier. 
The Big event for this month is the Gathering of Giants 
on the 28th and 29th  We still need a few more volunteers 
to support this event.  
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This month speaker was Mike Goodman. He presented 
his efforts to date on a homebuilt full size aircraft. A true 
work of art with outstanding skill and craftsmanship. 
Hope to see the final result with a flying report by Mike 
in the next several years.  
 

SHOW AND TELL 
 
Crystal Morgan presented a 1/24 scale Extra 300 stick 
mounted for use in visually practicing maneuvers before 
flying them.  
Harry Sanchez presented his 4 Star 40 that will be ready 
for flight on 4-15.  
Ron Scott showed off his Nitro model ARF Predator. All 
up weight is 2.5 pounds and flies well with 300 watts. 
Flight time is 20 minutes with 3S2P 4 amp hr Lipo pack.  
 
Special Raffle Results: 
 
The club sponsors a special high dollar item raffle 
consisting of the new full range 2.4 GHz RC unit. I 
suppose we should call it microwave control link. 
Tony Brown was the lucky winner at the March meeting.  
Due to the popularity of this type of raffle, the club 
initiated the special raffle again in April. Will you be the 
luck winner of the new generation RC unit at the May 
meeting? 
 
 
Raffle Results: 
Mike Pluckett- Funtana, Gallon of Fuel, Utility knife 
Steve Probert- Rotary tool kit, CA glue 
Nate Rambo- Zip Kicker 
Javier Garcia- Balancer 
Bob Simmons- Kit  
Max Dally- Lock tight, light, rotary tool kit 
Ben Lucchese- Yak 54 electric 
Mike Bruegger- Coping saw, 5 minute epoxy 
Mike Osborne- Lights 
Ken Osborne- Organizer 
Rich Tejeda- Table Organizer 
 

                                               Jeff  Nemit  
 
 

GUEST SPEAKER  for the night 
 
Mike Goodman – Discussing how he built his kit plane 
called “Dekota Hawk” in his garage over the past 8 years 
with over 2000 hrs.(so far……………). Truly a man 
with infinite patience and expert workmanship.. 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

SHOW & TELL PHOTOS 
Harry Sanchez with his new 4 Star 40 airplane 

 
 
Crystal Morgan describing her minature xtra 300 and 
how it serves as an effective tool in going thru the pattern 
maneuvers in IMAC competition. 

 
 
Ron Scott with his new electric Predator B  UAV plane. 
W/S 63” and just under 2.5 lb. It flys great. 
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Safety 

Always fly safe and be considerate of others. 
 

Random Pix 
Pt, Mugu Air Show on April 1 from Grant Cawkins 
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ELECTRIC MOTORS 101 
by Vic Walton 
If you're like me, you sometimes use technology that you just 
don't know that much about. Take electric motors - how do 
they work really? I knew it had to do with magnets and 
electromagnets, and something about brushes, but I hadn't 
taken the time to figure out how they all worked together. 
And now we have "brushless" motors - how do THEY work? 
So I did a little reading and have shamelessly cobbled 
together the following primer from various Internet sources: 
In a typical “brushed” DC motor, there are permanent 
magnets on the outside and a spinning armature on the 
inside. The permanent magnets are stationary, so they are 
called the stator. The armature rotates, so it is called the 
rotor. Clever, eh? 
Picture a big horseshoe magnet. Now take a big nail and 
drill through the middle cross-wise, and put a wire through 
the hole - now the nail can spin head-over-heels. Wrap 
some wire around it, then attach it to a battery. You have an 
electromagnet right?  
Now this particular arrangement isn't that useful - the nail 
just sits there. Of course, if you were to reverse the current, 
it would flip around, right? And if you were really clever and 
fast, you could reverse the current again, just as the nail was 
flipping, and it would flip back. This is what the brushes in a 
brushed motor do. They make contact with terminals on the 
rotor (called the commutator) and as it spins, at just the right 
spot they break contact and reconnect on the other side, 
causing the electric field to reverse, spinning the motor 
around another half-turn (or one-third turn, as most electric 
motors have 3 coils for efficiency.) The horseshoe magnet is 
your stator, the nail the rotor. 
This setup works and is simple and cheap to manufacture, 
but it has limitations due to the need for the brushes to press 
against the commutator: 
• It creates friction. 
• At higher speeds, brushes have increasing difficulty 
in maintaining contact. They may bounce off the 
irregularities in the commutator surface, creating 
sparks. This limits the maximum speed of the 
machine. 
• The current density per unit area of the brushes 
limits the output of the motor. 
• The imperfect electric contact also causes electrical 
noise. 
• Brushes eventually wear out and require 
replacement, and the commutator itself is subject to 
wear and maintenance. 
ELECTRIC MOTORS 101 (continued) 
• Having the electromagnet in the center of the motor 
makes it harder to cool. 
So in comes the brushless DC motor (BLDC). In this 
design, you put the permanent magnets on the rotor and you 
move the electromagnets to the stator. Think about that. 
The electromagnets are on the stator – they’re stationary. 
That’s a problem because now you need something even 
more clever than a commutator and brushes to flip the 
polarity of the current at the right moment. This very clever 
thing is the microcontroller in your Electronic Speed Control 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
or ESC (no it isn't pronounced "escape!"). What it does is 
sense the position of the rotor (utilizing something called 
EMF feedback through the main phase connections, which I 
have decided I don’t need to understand) to switch the field 
rapidly at just the right moment to pull the permanent 
magnets on the stator around at the RPM that you have 
requested. This system has all sorts of advantages: 
• Because the ESC controls the motor instead of 
mechanical brushes, it's more precise and more 
efficient. 
• There is no sparking and much less electrical noise, 
a happy situation for our radios, particularly as the 
motors get bigger. 
• There are no brushes to wear out. 
• With the electromagnets on the stator, they are 
easier to cool. 
• You can have a lot of electromagnets on the stator 
for more precise control. 
• The timing of the pulses sent to the electromagnets 
on the stator can very precisely adjust the speed of 
the motor. 
So that’s how it works. But one more thing: what’s an 
inrunner and what’s an outrunner? 
An inrunner is a brushless motor with the permanent 
magnets rotating inside the electromagnets; in an outrunner 
this situation is reversed, with the permanent magnets on the 
casing of the motor and the windings of the electromagnets 
inside. Outrunner motors generally have more torque, but 
spin somewhat slower. This makes them better for spinning 
large props, which our airplanes need. Inrunner motors spin 
a lot faster, but (since there’s no free lunch in electronics) 
with less torque; this means that in order to get the same 
torque, you have to put the inrunner in a gearbox, adding 
weight, complexity, and most importantly, cost. However, if 
you can afford it, this is the most efficient setup for any given 
size of motor. 
By the way, airplanes aren’t the only things that use 
brushless motors. Computer hard drives, CD drives, and 
hybrid cars are some of the other uses. It’s only a matter of 
time before someone takes the brushless motor out of a 
Prius and uses it in a plane. 75-percenter anyone? 
Some useful animations and more discussion can be found 
in this thread on RCGroups.com: 
 
http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=216928 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- 6 -  



FOR SALE 
 
Bridi Bizzee Bee 96" wingspan with Zenoah G62 w/ 
spring starter. Ready to fly, just add receiver. $650.00. 

 
 
Intersted parties should email me at 
f4umike@yahoo.com or call at 818-343-8858. 
  
Thanks, 
Mike Pontelle 
 
 
1) Chipmunk - 60 size, 64 in. wing span  w/retracts and 
servos installed. Just add motor and receiver  $150. 
2) Magnun new in box XL61A motor $85. 
3) OS FX 46 motor $75. 
Call Wesly Minear @ (805) 373-1771 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to list something, Call or E-Mail me 
before the 20th of each month at the following:   
RONSCOTT@DSLEXTREME.com or 805-522-5455 
 

WANTED 
 

Webmaster for our Club website 
WWW.CICONDORS.COM   
 
We need a person that can take over or redesign our 
website. Our present webmaster has dropped out of 
contact and we cannot find him. 
 
Please contact Chris Brashears @ 805-647-3513 or 
John O’Brien  818-991-2139 for further information. 
 
 

 

Interesting Statistics!!!! 
 

A 2006 study found that the average American 
walks about 900 miles a year.  
 
Another study found that Americans drink an 
average of 22 gallons of beer a year. 
 
That means, on average, Americans get about 41 
miles per gallon. Not Bad.  
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Funnies of the month 
 

 
 

The History of S.H.I.T. 
 

Manure...A True Story 

 

Manure: In the 16th and 17th centuries, everything had to be 
transported by ship and it was also before commercial fertilizer's 
invention, so large shipments of manure were common. 
 

It was shipped dry, because in dry form it weighed a lot less than 
when wet, but once water (at sea) hit it, it not only became heavier, 
but the process of fermentation began again, of which a by product is 
methane gas. As the stuff was stored below decks in bundles you can 
see what could (and did) happen.  
 

Methane began to build up below decks and the first time someone 
came below at night with a lantern, BOOOOM!   
 
Several ships were destroyed in this manner before it was determined 
just what was happening . 
 
After that, the bundles of manure were always stamped with the term 
"Ship High In Transit" on them, which meant for the sailors to stow it 
high enough off the lower decks so that any water that came into the 
hold would not touch this volatile cargo and start the production of 
methane.  
 
Thus evolved the term "S.H.I.T " , (Ship High In Transport) which 
has come down through the centuries and is in use to this very day.  
 

You probably did not know the true history of this word.  
 

Neither did I. . . . . . . I had always thought it was a golf term. 
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The Comets - Lake Casitas Float Fly  - 

April 21-22 
Random photos 
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Rich Tejeda flying his Seamaster 

 
 
 

 
 
Lots of Raffle prizes 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

        Channel Islands Condors  

        P.O. Box 1993 

        Camarillo  CA   93011-1993 
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                            COMING  EVENTS 
 

 April 28-29  Condors - Gathering of the Giants 
 

 May   5-6 IMAC Las Vegas NE 
               5 Fun Fly & Engine Clinic by Hobby People – Valley Flyers 
             12 Electric Fun Fly, BBQ,& Swap Meet @ Simi Valley Flyers 

             13 Mothers Day 
       18-20 San Diego Mid Winter Electrics, near Mission Bay 
                   see www.sefsd.org   for details 
       19-20 LA Jets – Valley Flyers 
             20 AT6 & Trainer races @ Canyon Crosswinds – Castaic field 

             19 FunFly & Baloon Drop @ Comets 

       25-28 Giant Scale event @ Chowchilla (near Merced) Airport 

 

  Stamp 


