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Next meeting: Wednesday, May 7th, @ 7:PM @ Camardl Airport — Freedom
Center — Bldg 515 on Eubanks St. (at Wills St. cresnq)

Steve Proberts — B25 Bomber

Photo taken by Ken Osborne More photos are shown later in this issue.



Channel Islands Condors

P.O. Box 1993
Camarillo CA 93011-1993
Field Phone: (805) 482-3034

Web Site: WWW.cicondors. com

Elected Officers

President............ John O’Brien 81891-2139
Vice President . . ... ... Jeff Maxwell 805-853896
Treas. & Membership . . . Bill Schatz 818-340-2180
Secretary . ........ Don MacDonald 805-6481-31
Safety Officer1....... Tony Brown 805-496748
Safety Officer2...... Ken Osborne 805-488353

Field maintenance . . .Wesley Minear 805-373-1771

Appointed Officers
Newsletter Editor / Webmaster . . Kenneth Osborne
805-485-7353
Bill Schatz
818-340-2180

Membership & Data Base Manager

Flight Instructors

JavierGarcia................... 805 488 4241
Chris Spangenberg . .............. 805 987 9859
RonScott.................. ... 805 522-5455

Articles, coming events, or For Sale items
should be mailed or E-Mailed to Ken
Osborne at Galvynl@verizon.net

Newsletter articles or pictures should be sent
in by the 20" of each month “For Sale” ads
will run for two months.

For membership info call Bill Shatz @818-
340-2180.

Reqular Meetings are held the first
Wednesday of the month at 7:00
pm at the Camarillo Airport in the

Freedom Center — Bldg 515 Club

Building, on Eubanks St. off Los
Poses Road. The July, August and Sept.
meetings are held at the Condors field where
we usually have fun-fly’s and night flying.

President (john O'Brien)

President’s Message

May 3¢ and 4" with be the Gathering of the

Giants at our field. | hope that everyone who has a
giant size airplane will come to the field and will
have a flight or two. Bill Hoffer and Frank Oliver
will be putting on another great event. Bill has

sent letters to many of our hobby manufacturers
for items for the raffle. | have heard about a 75cc
motor and a complete radio system as just some of
the terrific donations that will be raffled.

Remember even if you don’'t have a giant size
plane, please come out a give an extra hand to the
people running the event. They can always use an
extra hand. This is a club of many interests and we
all need to help one another to make each of our
events the best that they can be.

You may have noticed that the weeds have been
knocked down around the field. We need to take
Frank Oliver once again for the time he puts into
getting this club great. There is plenty of open
space around the runway and if you lose control it
will relatively easy to recover. Once again, many



Condor thanks to Frank for his endless help and
dedication to the club.

| want to talk a little about the sadness of mic-ali
was personally involved in one this month and it$w
The crash occurred between two planes of vastly
different flight speeds. Upon reflection, | camehe
conclusion that when aircraft of vastly different a
speeds are flying it might be worth standing dowthw
a slower aircraft until the faster ones land. Gndther
hand, if you are flying a fast airplane wait foeth
slower ones to land and then take a turn. If yogtrily
and are nervous about the possibilities of a migHai
would be prudent to have a spotter with you. We
require them at sanction events for this very psepo
Mid-airs can and will happen, just be as careful as

possible and remember that these are considered no-

fault accidents. Do your best to be safe.
See You All at the Field

-John

Vice President (Jeff Maxwell)

Nothing to report as of this printing

Treasurer (Bill Schatz)
(Membership Chair also)

Treasurer/Membership Report Mar ‘08
April’s report from Bill

Hi all. Last month I incorrectly called my report
the March report, it was really the Feb reportibut
was going in the March newsletter. Anyway here
is the activity for the month of March.

At this time our membership stands at 237 active
members. We had one new member join at the
last club meeting Jamie Skenderian who has been
taking lessons from Ron Scott. If you see him at
the field shout out a welcome!

The Bills— checking account activity

2128 $35.12 Phone

2129 $ 25.98 Membership badges (6)
2130 $210.00 AMA — Club charter & Certs.
of Ins.

2131 $125.00
2132 $705.00

Field Mowing
Meeting room rent, 5 months

2133 $ 69.95 Replacement Windsock
2134 $41.75 Stamps & Postage
2135$81.91 Water Bill
2136 $ 25.00 Field rent
2137 $ 80.00 Toilet service
2138 $ 35.03 Trash service
$1434.74 Sub-Total
Income
$1170.00 Adult member renewals (18)
$ 10.00 Junior renewals (1)
$ 225.00 New members (1)



$1405.00 Sub-Total Secretary (Don MacDonald)

™

Delta
$-29.74

May’s report from Bill
Treasurer/Membership Report Apr ‘08

Hi all. At this time our membership stands at 244
active members. We had 2 new members join siree th
last Newsletter: Chris DeSantis, & Dan Cordellydti . .
see them at the field shout out a welcome! Minutes of the 2 April 2008 Condors

Members Meeting
The Bills— checking account activity _ )
2139 $ 37.58 Phone Meeting was called to order at 7 PM in the old
2140 $125.00 Field Mowing CAF Officers Club. _Pledge of Allegiance, etc.
2141 $107.97 Water Bill Guest and prospective new member Tom Murray

2142 $ 25.00 Field rent of Camarillo introduced.

2143 $60.03 Trash service (1 pick-up) Staff Reports:

2144 $80.00 Toilet service VP Maxwell asked for inputs regarding
purchase of club hats, jackets etc. Safety Officer
$435.58 Sub-Total Brown requested info regarding old battery
disposal. President O’Brien requested that
Income members signing the sign-in page at the field to
$ 325.00 Adult member renewals (5) annotate comments next to or below their names
$ - Junior renewals (0) regarding things that should be brought to the
$ 450.00 New members (2) staff members attention ...... for example members
$ 20.00 Late fees (2) who do field maintenance jobs etc. Treasurer
Schatz reported that we now have 242 members.
$795.00 Sub-Total
Old and New Business:
Delta Bill Hoffer and Frank Oliver reported on
$ 359.42 planning progress And asked for volunteers for the

May3/4 Giant Scale Gathering. We need help on

If you have any questions about membership antbdfor t the field and in the kitchen for this and the IMAC

Treasury contact me. meet in July. Frank O volunteered to arrange for
dragging the weeds in the outfield areas in April;
costs were approved by members. Jack LaPraik
indicated that as a result of a crash he suspected
flyers at the pond were not using the frequency
control board at the regular runway and asked that
we cooperate.

Program:

VP Geff Maxwell and his daughter Amy
presented a great audio/video story about his
Grand Mother who was a flying nurse in WWI.
Fascinating.



Show and Tell: Safety 2 (Ken Osborne)

Stephan Probert won S + T best award for his
B25; Hangar 9, WS 81 inch,15.5#, Evalution 36
motors. Tony Brown showed his F4U; obsolete Kkit,
WS 58 inches, 7#, EF 60 motor, 1600 watt propulsion
system. Jeff Maxwell showed his three WWI elestric
SE5 and Fokker DVII from Great Planes kits and
Curtiss Jenny from Maxford kit.

Respectfully Submitted ......... Nate

Safety 1 (Tony Brown)

A couple of Sundays we had another electric go in
that caught fire. This was a RTF from hobby
People. It was the speed control that went out in
flight. There was a small fire which was only the
foam of the plane burning and the pilot got it out
without so much as a scorch in the grass. THIS

HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH LIPOLY
BATTERYS!!! But more to do with cheap
Chinese speed controls. | have seen electrice go i
a few times and from the ones | have seen none
have been caused by the battery. See the article
here is Tony with the catch of the day submitted by LeKS Littlefield for more.
- en -
here are pictures of the plane after the crash

when will they learn to use streamers???

.

used with permission of Mark Sesma



Field Maintenance
(Wesley Minear, Sr.)

Last week as Wesley entered the Condor gate he
noticed the lock setting on top of the post in an
unlocked condition. The lock must be kept locked s
it can't be stolen.
- Wesley —

Park Flyer Safety Tips:
As best as | can tell, the less expensive (ie, ntade
China) Electronic Speed Controllers do not have the
current limiting feature. (Note, Castle Creations
“Phoenix” and many Jeti ESCs do have current Imgidi
Without current limiting, if your motor pulls excase
current (like a prop strike, a short, etc), youCESill
ask the battery pack to give all the power it Imag very
short time. Soon, either your ESC or your batteityy w
overheat severely and your plane could have a
“meltdown”. Another way to overheat your ESC is to
overload the Battery Eliminator Circuit (BEC). Besa
most ESCs use a linear voltage regulator circaitha
input voltage (battery voltage) increases, the BEC
output current decreases. Simply put, it's mucheeas
overload a linear BEC with a 3 cell Lithium paclath
with a 2 cell pack. If you want to check your BEGake
sure your throttle is off, turn on your transmittend
plug in your battery pack. (To be really safe, remthe
prop!) Now move the right stick around for maximum
control surface deflections for a few secondsoliry
ESC is too hot to touch, you need a switch-mode BEC
One solution is to install a switch-mode BEC and ad
fuse between the plane’s mating connector and 8@. E
(Note, the BEC is connected to this connector dk)we
Dimension Engineering sells a “Park- BEC” switch-
mode BEC that outputs 1.25A with a 2—-8 cell LiPakpa
In other words, it will output enough current foo84
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micro servos if your battery voltage is between 8
and 30 volts! The good news is this BEC only costs
~$20. They also have BECs with more output
current if you need it. There are several other BEC
available that will also do the job. Before you
install the fuse, measure the current your plane
draws at full throttle with the prop you intend to
use. Ammeters, Watt meters, etc are great for
easuring current. Since you don’t want the fuse to
open under normal conditions, make sure the fuse is
larger than the full throttle current. Just to ké&ep
simple, 1 will make mine 50% larger. If my plane
draws 10 amps at full throttle, a 15 amp fuse shoul
do the job. With this set up, if the prop hits
something hard (like the ground), the fuse willviblo
and all is well. It's worth noting that if your pla
happens to impact Mother Earth, try to get to the
crash site ASAP and disconnect the battery, then
leave it someplace safe OUTSIDE for 30 minutes or
so. Now if the motor fails when you are flying, the
fuse will blow, but the ESC will keep working so
you have a fighting chance to glide your plane
home. Be Safe, Have Fun!
Les Littlefield
(submitted from Simi Valley Flyers new letter.
April 2008)

** DISPOSAL OF LIPO BATTERIES **

Unlike NiCd batteries, lithium-polymer
batteries are environmentally friendly. For
safety reasons, it's best that LiPo cells be fully
discharged before disposal (however, if
physically damaged it is NOT recommended
to discharge LiPo cells before disposal -

see below for details). The batteries must also
be cool before proceeding with disposal
instructions. To dispose of LiPo cells and
packs:

1. If any LiPo cell in the pack has been
physically damaged, resulting

in a swollen cell or a split or tear in a cell’s foil
covering, do NOT discharge the battery.
Jump to step 5.

2. Place the LiPo battery in a fireproof
container or bucket of sand.

3. Connect the battery to a LiPo discharger.
Set the discharge cutoff voltage to the lowest
possible value. Set the discharge current to a
C/10 value, with “C” being the capacity rating
of the pack. For example, the “1C” rating for a
1200mAnh battery is 1.2A,



and that battery’s C/10 current value is (1.2A / 10)
can be used,

such as a power resistor or set of light bulbs as
long as the discharge current doesn’t

exceed the C/10 value and cause an overheating
condition.

For LiPo packs rated at 7.4V and 11.1V , connect
a 150 ohm resistor with a power rating

of 2 watts (commonly found at Radio Shack)to the
pack’s positive and negative terminals

to safely discharge connecting it to an ESC/ motor
system and allowing the motor to run

indefinitely until no power remains to further cause
the system to function.

4. Discharge the battery until its voltage reaches
1.0V per cell or

lower. For resistive load type discharges,
discharge the battery for up to 24 hours.

5. Submerse the battery into bucket or tub of salt
water. This container should have a lid,

but it should not need to be air-tight. Prepare a
plastic container (do not use metal) of cold

water. And mix in 1/2 cup of salt per gallon of
water. Drop the battery into the salt water.

Allow the battery to remain in the tub of salt water
for at least 2 weeks.

6. Remove the LiPo battery from the salt
water, wrap it in newspaper or paper towels
and
place it in the normal trash. They are landfill
safe.

(William Luckie of the Simi Valley Flyers)
A tip from Les Littlefield on this subject

If the LiPo pack is 3 cells or less, you can use a
12v automotive tail light bulb to drain the battery
down; If it's 6 cells or less you can connect two
12v bulbs in series. Solder a couple of wires @n th
bulb, put a mating connector on it, and plug imint
the bad battery. When the light goes out, your
battery is drained. | discharge a bad LiPo pack in
$7 surplus ammo box just to be safe (and put it
outside).

-Les-

Here we have Don
McDonald, Tony Brown
and John O’Brien on one of
their trips to fly at the
marina in Ventura.




Here are some more pictures of Steve’s B-25



Jeff Maxwell brought in his Jenny and presentelide show
about his Grand Mother who served as a nurse in WWI

This is his Daughter who gave a talk about Whatfslind out
while researching her Great Grandmother.

This it Tony Browns F4U after the crash damage was
repaired. This is a nice looking bird.



UP COMING EVENTS

MAY 3-4 — 20" Annual Gathering of the Giants @ Condor Field
18 Balloon drop @ Lake Casitas — Comets
Electric Fun Fly, BBQ @ Simi Valley Flyers
Mothers Day

17-18 ---L A Jets — Valley Flyers
JUNE 7 Electric Fun Fly & Glev power <.15 + BBQ @
T Comets Field
6-8------- Float Fly — Lake Cachuma
Santa Barbara R/C Modelers

Giant Scale Fun Fly and Night Fly — VallEiyers
War Bird Day — Condor Field
1% Fathers Day

21-22----Q40/Q500 Pylon Racing — Wast€hampion ship
Valley Flyers
Quaker Fun Fly — Comets — Lake Casitas
28 ————-All Scale Fun Fly — Canyon Crosswinds
Lake Castaic

Channel Islands Condors Stamp
P.O. Box 1993
Camarillo CA 93011-199
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