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Next meeting: Wednesday, November 3rd 7:00 PM @ Rio Mesa High School 

 

 
Taken at the Gathering of the Giants 2010 – Photo by Rich Cox 
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Channel Islands Condors 
P.O. Box 1993 

Camarillo CA 93011-1993 
Field Phone: (805) 482-3034 

Web Site:  www.cicondors.com 
 

                    Elected Officers 
President . . . . . . . . . . .  Bill Schatz      818-340-2180 
Vice President . . . . . .  . Jeff Maxwell  805-658-8896 
Treas & Membership.  John O’Brien  818-991-2139                                     
Secretary . . . . . . . . Richard Hodgson  818 991-6528 
Safety Officer    . . . . . . . Tony Brown  805-495-6748 
Field maintenance . . .       Open 
                Appointed Officers 
Newsletter Editor/ 
       Webmaster . . . . . . Ken Osborne   805-485-7353                                                                  
Membership & Data Base Manager   John O’Brien 
                                                                  818-991-2139 
                   Flight Instructors 
Chris Spangenberg     . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .  805-987-9859 
Ron Scott . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 805-522-5455 
 

Articles, coming events, or For Sale items 
should be mailed or E-Mailed to 

Ken Osborne at galvyn1@verizon.net 
 

 
 
 
 

Newsletter articles or pictures should be 
sent in by the 20th  of each month. “For 
Sale” ads will run for one month unless you 
ask to have it extended. 
 

For membership info call John O’Brien  
818-991-2139  
 

Regular Meetings are held the 
first  Wednesday of the month at 
7:00 pm at the Camarillo Airport 
in the Freedom Center – Bldg 515 
Club Building, on Eubanks St. Off 
Los Poses Road. The July, August and Sept. 
meetings are held at the Condors field 
where we usually have fun-fly’s and night 
flying.  
 
 
 

 
Photo by Mike Milbrett 
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President for 2010 – Bill Schatz 

President's Report - November 2010 

 

Hi All.  I have been preparing to take my test for my Black Belt in Taekwondo early this month so I have not 
been to the field as much as I would have liked to, but we have made some progress on the “things to do” list.  

We have moved the West most flight station (#5) over and the plan is to move the next one (#4) soon.  The 
weather station has been broadcasting for two weeks but it was inside the club house.  I noticed that it had been 
moved outdoors in preparation of it permanent mounting.  The id of our weather station is: KC6YQM-11 and 

soon you will be able to look at the info from our club website (www.cicondors.com). 

 

I have in contact with the University about our donation and they are sending me the paper work so we can 
specify how we want our donation applied. 

 

I have been looking at different sign shops and on-line for the signage we wanted to put up at the field and the 
signs are more expensive than we thought so we may not order quite as many signs. 

 

According to Ron Scott’s calendar of events our next event is November 7th and it is a Toys-4-Tots collection so 
bring a toy and come out and fly with us. 

 

Our November club meeting will be at Rio Mesa High School again.  The address is 545 Central Ave., and if 
you want to drive into the school near to Jeff’s class there is a way!  If you enter the Student parking lot near 
the west side of the school (3rd driveway west of Rose Ave.) .  Drive in along the fence on your right a long way 
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in you will see a gate and an access road to your right, follow this access road almost all the way to the end, at 
about the 3rd base line of the baseball diamond on your left turn right and there is a small parking area, and 

Jeff’s class is in this area. 

 

The December meeting is our annual election meeting and to date this is our current slate of officers: 

 

President: Bill Schatz 

Vice-President: Jeff Maxwell 

Secretary: *** open *** 

Treasurer: John O’Brien 

Safety: Doc Brown 

 

As you can see we have an opening for the Secretary position for next year.  Our current Secretary, Richard 
Hodgson, will not be able to continue next year.  And I would like to thank him very much for all of his efforts 
this year, and ask if you know of someone that would make a good Secretary please contact any of the board 

members. 

 

See you at the field. 

 

- Bill - 
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Treasurer and membership for 2010 – John O’brien 
Treasurer’s Report November 

I would like to welcome back to the Condors both Mark Penikas and Arba Lubke. 
This month will be the Condors’ War Bird Fun Fly for Toys for Tots. The event will be Nov. 7th. The entry fee 

will be a $10.00 toy (unwrapped) to fly. Hope to see you all at the field for this fun event and let’s help the 
children. 

We talked about having another Condors’ clothing run done. If you are interested in a hat, shirt or wind 
breaker, please shoot be an email with item type and size. We will put together an order in time for Christmas 

if the response is good. Email treasurer@cicondors.com. 
Expenses since Last Month: 

$   80.00 Fence Factory (toilets) 
$   38.57 Verizon 

$   39.72 Consolidated Disposal Services 
$   120.00 Room Rental 

 
Total Expenses   $ 278.29 

 
Income since Last Month: 

 
$ 140.00 Membership Renewal 

 
Total Income $ 140.00 

 
Net $  -138.29 

 
Regards, 

 
-John 

 
Remember the new meeting site is Rio Mesa High School (Home of the Maxwell) 
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Secretary for 2010 – Richard Hodgson 
Channel Islands Condors General Meeting Minutes 

Meeting Date: October 6th, 2010 
At Rio Mesa High School Woodwork Workshop 

Secretary: Richard Hodgson 
 
 

This was our first meeting back indoors after our summer series of field meetings. 
 

With the increased fees and restrictions at the Freedom Center building, we were in need of another place to 
meet and Jeff Maxwell arranged for use of his own office, the woodwork shop at Rio Mesa High School in 

Oxnard. 
 

Bill Schatz opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Scott Chapman was welcomed as a guest. 
 

Safety:  We have had problems with flights straying into the primary runway pattern.  Particularly wit h 
heli flights from the East end of the pits, it is a relatively narrow flight area to the left before running into the 

runway final approach zone. 
 

Incidents of aerobatics directly over the runway were also noted.  Maneuvers should only be performed beyond 
the far edge of the runway, over the open grass area. 

 
The rules are posted prominently on our large sign board, and members are reminded that they are there for 

everyone’s safety.  Bending the rules may not be a risk when you’re the only one there, but a soon as other 
people are present, the only safe way to go is to follow the rules.  Please consider others and let everyone know 

what is going on by staying within the rules. 
 

Club Intro Pilot: Mike Prager is now registered as an AMA Intro Pilot, meaning that he can provide up to 60 
days of training for people who are not yet AMA members.  This is important information for those fence-line 

visitors to the field who might want to give RC Flight a try but are not yet committed enough to dive in and 
sign up for the AMA. 
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Various: The weather station is now fully configured and performing consistently.  Soon you’ll see its box up 
on the main flagpole and Bill will publish the web address to monitor its reports.  The recent storminess also 

allowed the rain gauge to be tested. 
 

Plans are underway to purchase an owl box complete with owls – apparently their appetite for gophers is 
voracious and the expectation is that they will rapidly have our gopher problem under control. 

 
Harry Sanchez noted that many of the frequency pins are getting very worn.  There are some spares 

stored in the cabinet underneath the frequency board, but Bill Schatz will check and has the club laminator to 
run off some replacements where necessary. 

 
The hats available at our IMAC meeting are proving very popular and it was decided that the club will 

advertise these on our website to check out interest for a club purchase.  There will also be a poll for interest in 
club logo jackets etc.  In addition to the club Biplane logo, there is also the cartoon Condor logo available. 

 
Fresno club recently held their first IMAC event – some overlaps meant that they only ended up with 12 pilots, 
but it was a very successful event.  Matt Stringer took 1st place in Advanced and 2nd in the Freestyle, and Frank 

Oliver stepped up to Unlimited class and took 2nd.  Congratulations ! 
 

Arba Lubke added to the article in last month’s newsletter in asking for help to get his Bud Nosen P51 checked 
out and back in the air. 

 
Presentation: Darryl Bergstrom was our presenter for the evening, and had his very complete Nieuport 28 on 

show, having teased us with parts in progress not too long before. 
 

Darryl gave us a presentation on how to use (styro) foam for building. 
 

Darryl, Rich Cox, Dennis O’Connor and Chris Spangenberg had all previously built Nieuports which were 
featured in a “Dawn Patrol” special in High Flight.  Darryl wants to build a new one at about 35%, but decided 

on 25% for his “practice run” with foam. 
 

Darryl said that Jack Devine’s website provides lots of good information - www.jackdevinemodels.com 
 

Darryl had his presentation nicely done, so you might want to talk to him to get to see that if you missed the 
event.  Here are bullets extracted from the how-to’s: 

 
Darryl gets his foam from Foam Sales in Burbank – www.foamsalesandmarketing.com 

A 4inch x 8 foot x 1 inch thick slab costs $11. 
 

With foam it is not easy to change or correct a design issue, so Darryl advised careful planning – such items as 
defining all hard points from the outset and defining covers and hatches that will be necessary.  After that you 

can begin laying out templates. 
 

Darryl is a master at jigs and tools, adding automation and repeatability to what could otherwise be hit and 
miss tasks.  He showed us the jigs he has for cutting wing cores and the “foam lathe” for cutting cylindrical or 

conical sections, which had clearly done a great job on the sections that make up the fuselage. 
 

When selecting the foam cutting bow, it is important to have a length which is only just manageably longer 
than the desired cut, otherwise the wire will drag into an arc and the cut will not be a straight line of points 

being cut at the same time. 
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I didn’t get the exact name / brand of Darryl’s foam cutting power system, but I think it was the Feather Cut 
system from Tekoa – www.tekoa.com  Getting a good unit is a key factor in having your cutting system not add 

more challenges ! 
 

Glues:  Aliphatic resin – basic wood glue – works well and is light but is slow curing 
Gorilla / urethane glue which activates with water 

3M formula 77 dissolves foam – watch for acetone as an ingredient, but works well on balsa in conjunction 
with 3M formula 78 on the foam. 

 
Part of planning ahead is that you need to remember that the hot wire will not cut through glue ! 

 
For the wing profile templates, Darryl used Formica because of the ability to obtain a very smooth finish on the 

edge for smooth passage of the wire as it traces the outline.  The cutting rate is about 1-2 inches per minute.  
Darryl’s wing is a symmetrical profile adopted from a Pitts, and his intent is to overpower this model beyond a 
traditional Nieuport to get a fully aerobatic version.  Darryl also changed the ailerons from a relatively small 
area to full width to help with the roll rate.  The wings are balsa sheeted, bonded with urethane glue, and are 

very strong despite having no spar. 
 

Darryl finished his wings with Polyester dress lining fabric and Stix-it covering adhesive from Sig – 
www.sigmfg.com  He added wing rib detail by a process involving adhesive tape, fine cord for a raised profile, 
and hairstyling tape to provide the pinked finish – looked great, you need to see it and have Darryl describe the 

how-to’s on that piece! 
 

Darryl’s Nieuport has a fiberglass cowl for which he made a foam mold: 
Stack / glue the foam 

Bandsaw to approximate shape 
Hot wire cuts to round off the front corners 

Sand to shape 
Finish with Patch and Paint – one of Darryl’s favorites, a lightweight spackle 

Paint with aquaprimer to protect the foam against the polyester resin 
Apply PVA water based mold release 

Apply carnauba wax (Mothers) and allow to dry to a haze, then 
Add more mold release 

Then use laminating resin for the layers, followed by a finishing resin for the top coat 
Whew ! 

 
The cowl looked great, and Darryl added many detail items by using other pieces of hardware outside of 
their normal scope !  (To understand this, you need to see Darryl’s work and ask him about how some 

of the detail pieces were made). 
 

Lots of ideas from somebody who has made it all work, and the finished model clearly demonstrated it all. 
 

Thank you Darryl for a great presentation and a look at a great looking plane ! 
 

Show and Tell: 
 

Rich Tejeda showed a Horizon Funtana 125.  At 69 ½ inches the manual said 8 ½ pounds, but it took 29oz of 
lead to bring it to balance for an all-up 11lbs 2 oz.  Rich has 10 or 12 flights on it using an AXI 4130/16, 6 cell 
Lipo at 4000mAHr, and a 16 x 10 prop, running 1330 watts at 6800 rpm.  The model will hover but won’t pull 
out very strongly.  Rich has a new low Kv KMS motor, the 5331/10, which he got for $50 and plans to run with 

2 x 5 cell packs in series. 
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Vince Massa showed his Hobby Lobby Executive Jet.  This is all foam, weighing 3 lbs with two 66mm ducted 

fans running from a 3 cell 4200 mAHr pack at 700 Watts.  The model had not flown as of the meeting. 
 

Jeff Maxwell had his Hyperion Stuka hanging overhead to show us the new Bomb Drop that he has on it.  I 
missed the details of the supplier, so check with Jeff if you’re interested; it certainly looked good. 

 
 

The meeting closed at 9pm after Show and Tell. 
 

Thanks to Jeff for providing a location. 

 
 

 
Brian Hudson – playing with one of his planes.  Yes it has seven engines. 
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--- UP COMING EVENTS --- 
 

November 6 Night Fly & Fun Fly -Valley Flyers – Apollo Field www.valleyflyers.com 
7 Warbird Day @ Condors Field + Toy Collection 

5-7 Float Fly, @ London Bridge, @Windsor Beach Park, Lake Havasu, Az. (Desert Hawks Club) 
web site www.deserthawksrc.com/ 

19-21 Float Fly @ Comets – Club members only. 
21 LA Jets - Valley Flyers – Apollo Field www.valleyflyers.com 
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