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                                                  AMA # 1343 - 1MAA # 89 - EST. 1984 
 
                                                   Next meeting: Wednesday, October 5th @ Condor Field 

 

 
 

Tony Martio poses with his Vortex Delta at the field 
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 Channel Islands Condors 
P.O. Box 1993 

Camarillo CA 93011-1993 
Field Phone: (805) 482-3034 

Web Site: www.cicondors.com 
 

Elected Officers 
President - - - - - - - -  Bill Schatz 818-340-2180 
Vice President - -  -Jeff Maxwell 805-658-8897 
Treas & Membership - John O’Brien                   
818-991-2139 
Secretary - - - -  Don McDonald- 805-647-3131 
Safety Officer -  Jose Martinez --805-482-6055 
         Field maintenance 
John Gonzales ----------------------805-981-3020 
Jack Lapraik ------------------------805-985-1185 
Appointed Officers 
Newsletter Editor/ 
Webmaster . . . Ken Osborne--- 805-485-7353 
Membership & Data Base Manager 
John O’Brien----------------------818-991-2139 
Flight Instructors 
Chris Spangenberg . . . . .. . . . . 805-987-9859 

Articles, upcoming events, or For Sale items 
should be mailed or E-Mailed to 
Ken Osborne at 
cicondorsnewsletter@gmail.com 
Newsletter articles or pictures should be 
sent in by the 20th of each month. “For 
Sale” ads will run for one month unless you 
ask to have it extended. 
For membership info call John O’Brien 
818-991-2139 
Regular Meetings are held the 
first Wednesday of the month at 
7:00 pm New location to be announced soon. 
The July, August 
and Sept. meetings are held at the Condors 
field where we usually have fun-fly’s and 
night flying. 

                       Ron Scott . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . 805-522-5455 
_______________________________________________________ 

*** President's Report *** 

President's Report - Oct 2011 

  Hi All. 

  Still no word on our Facility Use Agreement from the University, I have been in contact with the head of 
the University Park Committee but she has been working on other projects for the university and the 
park seems to be a low priority at this time. 

  I was unable to make it to the Swap Meet on the 17th (I think my wife would have killed me if I came 
home with another model anyway <VBG>).  But I heard it was a success and even some of our diehard 
hoarders even sold off some stuff. 

  The weather has been great with cool mornings and nice sun in the afternoons, and I hope everyone is 
making time to get to the field and making use of it.  Jack L. has been keeping the grass cut and John G. 
has been working on the sprinklers so Jack has something to mow <VBG>.  I want to thank both of them 
for ALL the work they do for us to keep the field looking sharp. 

  Our next club meeting will be at the field on Oct. 5th, bring an aircraft and remember if the weather is 
nice there will be a night fly.  I noticed on our list of fun things to do at the field we also have a Night fly 
scheduled for Saturday October 1st.  After that our next scheduled event is the Toys-4-Tots War Bird 
Day on Dec. 3rd. 
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  See you at the field. 

– Bill – 

 
*** Vice President’s Report *** 

 
*** Treasurer’s Report *** 

Treasurer’s Report October: 
Please welcome the following new members to the Condors: Glenn Genaro, Chuck Johnston, Sanford 
Tisherman MD, and Issac Ufford. 
Expenses since Last Month: 
 $    80.00 Fence Factory (toilets) 
$     39.35 Verizon 
$   237.88 Camarosa Water 
$   149.82 E.J. Harrison (trash) 
$  126.78 Sprinkler Repair 
 
Total Expenses   $ 633.83   
Income since Last Month: 
 
$   630.00 Membership Renewal 
 
Total Income $ 630.00 
 
Net $  -3.83 
 
Regards, 
 
 -John 
 
This month’s Meeting will be at Condors’ Field…. 

 
*** Minutes from last General meeting *** 

Due to a SNAFU I didn’t get the Minutes for the August meeting so they are the first ones. 
 

CHANNEL ISLAND CONDORS 
Meeting minutes on August 3, 2011 
From: Don MacDonald, Secretary 

 
President Bill Schatz called the meeting to order at 6:59 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Location of meeting: CI Condors Field, Camarillo 
There were 43 members signed in. 
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NEW MEMBERS AND GUESTS 

None 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
Bill Schatz, President, no word back yet from the University. Bill went to the Boat Club meeting and they 

pay rent to Camrosa Water Dept. even though the pond is within University controlled property. They 
also needed an insurance waiver naming the University. Decisions by the University will not start back up 

until some time in August when it is back in session. Jim Walker from our club is on the Presidents 
Council and he said that decisions would have to go through this Council concerning our club use of 

University property. We have not started paying rent to the University since we don't have a use 
agreement at this time.   

John O'Brien, Treasurer, wanted to thank everyone who helped Frank Oliver at the IMAC event. 
Someone may have left an Easy-Up awning at the event. It is stored in and can be claimed from the shed. 

Got a chance to use our new Honda 55KV Generator at the IMAC event. It was donated by Robert 
Vizzo. Thank you Robert for your generosity. 

Jeff Maxwell, Vice President, no report. 
Don MacDonald, Secretary, I still have 2 Combat Planes for sale ($105 with motor, esc, 3 servos, Nano 

1000mAh lipo battery) for those interested. Come and join us on Sunday mornings for lots of fun trying 
to cut streamers. Our skill level is really low so you shouldn't be intimidated. And the planes fly very well 

with the stock motors and props.  
Jose Martinez, Safety Officer, no report. 

 
IMAC EVENT REPORT 

Frank Oliver, IMAC Event Report on July 22,23,24, Thank You to the Club for all your support and to 
all those involved in a very smooth running event. It was a very good contest with 33 pilots competing. 

Everybody had good things to say about our club and they want to come back next year. Those who were 
involved were: Frank Oliver-Event Coordinator, Paul Stringer-Assistant Contest Director (very difficult 

job of making up the judges matrix to be sure they are qualified to judge each event), Don & Maggie 
Barrett-Score Keeping, Dan Cordell-runner, scribe, & food crew, Jack Lapraik-line boss east end of 

field, Ken Osborne-line boss west end of field, Bill Benson-signup, impound & scribe, Richard Hodgkins-
always fills in where he's needed, Bill Schatz-scribe, Mark Sesma-scribe, Matt Stringer-judging & scribe, 

Chris Brashears-food & supplies, Ed Von Websky-food crew, Gene Norman-food crew, Rich Tejada-
Taking all the Money for the weekend & food crew, Mike Osborne-runner bringing scores from judges to 

scoring tent, Dave Schroeder-food crew, Jose Martinez-food crew, Nathan Rambo-food crew, Mike 
Milbrett-food crew, Steve Gershick-food crew. Thanks very much for giving up 3 days of flying to help 
make this a great contest. We started on time and we finished on time covering freestyle both days. And 
Frank presented the Club with over $1000!! Thank you, Frank, from all of us for all your hard work!! 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

We are looking for a new meeting site for after summer since we will not be able to use Rio Mesa School 
because Jeff Maxwell has retired. Any suggestions are welcome.  

 
GUEST SPEAKERS 

Mike Milbrett & Dan Hempy, "NITE FLYERS LIGHTING DE MONSTRATION", how easy it is to get 
lights on for nite flying. Nite Flying is scheduled twice a month thru October (some on Fri & some on Sat) 
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as scheduled in newsletter and on the website. Supplies from Hobby King (light strips) and Frys 
Electronics (hook-up wire). Light strips are adhesive backed and stick to airplane very well. The strips 
are in groups of three and can be separated as such for the amount of light desired. You will use small 

connecting wire soldered to the strips to activate. $7.00 per strip, 5 colors (red, blue, green, white, yellow). 
Hobby Partz is also another website that has these lights. Some people have put the lights inside the wing 
so they glow thru the covering. Foamies will look like they are glowing when lights are placed inside or 

simply flipped over and faced toward the foam. Maximum use of a  3cell lipo & lights will be dimmer (not 
as bright) with a 2cell lipo. If still too bright with a 3cell lipo you can use a programmable voltage 

regulator in line and turn the voltage down to 9volts to lower the amperage draw to 0.6 amps. Use a 
transmitter controlled switch ($10) to turn some of lights on & off especially those on the top of the 

airplane so not blinded while taxiing the airplane on the ground. It would be prefered to use a separate 
battery for the lights so if battery fails you don't loose power to the airplane. LED lights are polarity 
sensitive so be sure to connect properly by looking for the + & - marked on the strips. Blue lights are 
hard to look at and appear as multiples of the actual number of lights. So experiment with what looks 

good to you and helps make the orientation of your plane clear to you. 
 

SHOW AND TELL 
Rich Tejada, model of a Twin Otter used by the Air Force Academy for parachute jumping. It's a 
Hanger 9 model that assembles very easy. Using 2 x 4120-18 Axi motors & 2 x 5cell 4000mAh lipo. 

Weighs in at 12-14 lbs. & has a high wing loading. Brian Hudson will maiden it this Sunday.  
 

Ed Oldenburg, Fokker D7, built from a Procter kit. Started 5 years ago after reading an article titled 
"Why Not Compete" by Chris Spangenberg. It took a short time to build the fuselage (one weekend) and 
the wings & tail section (in the next 3 weeks). Then the fun began making the detail parts one at a time & 
here you see the results 5 years later. Beautiful details of motor & inside of cockpit as per documentation 
from much research. Engine is a British Laser 300B (300cu in. engine). Plane will be about 30lbs. Ed, you 

are a fine craftsman. 
 

CHANNEL ISLAND CONDORS 
Meeting minutes on Sept. 7, 2011 
From: Don MacDonald, Secretary 

 
President Bill Schatz called the meeting to order at 7:09 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Location of meeting: CI Condors Field, Camarillo 
There were 39 members signed in. 

 
NEW MEMBERS AND GUESTS 

Stuart Herman and his son, Chase Herman; Donald from Simi Valley Flyers. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
Bill Schatz, President, nothing new from the University. Swap Meet scheduled on Saturday the 17th of 
Sept. A couple more Night Flying Events have been scheduled (check calendar). Next Condors Meeting 

will be here at the Field in Oct. so we can enjoy another Night Flying Event. 
Jeff Maxwell, Vice President, no report. 

John O'Brien, Treasurer, couple of new members joined this last month. 
Don MacDonald, Secretary, I have purchased 3 more combat planes. They come with motor, prop, esc, 3 
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servos, & 1000mAh lipo battery for $105. Lots of fun. Ask Chris Brashears about how to build them in 
approx. 1 hour using a hot glue gun. 

Jose Martinez, Safety Officer, no report. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
President Bill will print a new copy of the Poster Board Information to update the faded copy. 

A recent midair collision was unfortunate. Accidents do happen occasionally and there is a "no fault" 
understanding. Please try to avoid low passes over the runway if others are flying and stay out over the 

grass area North of the runway when doing low passes. Communicate your take-off and landing 
intentions clearly and be sure those flying with you hear you clearly. Remember it's hard to hear 

sometimes due to engine noise and especially when we are "focused" on flying our own plane. For fun 
"no fault" aerial contact come fly Combat on Sunday mornings. 

It was discussed how we should present the field rules and customs with new members. Anyone that has 
been flying for over a year at the field should be able to help train a new member. Maybe a one page list 

of flight rules and customs would be helpful. 
If you bring a dog to the field, please be sure to pick-up after your dog. Local coyotes get a waiver. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  to Ed von Websky. Oh! Maybe this should be under OLD BUSINESS? Ha! Ha! 
Update Report on the Night Flying Events: Mike Milbrett and Dan Hempy reported that 4 events have 

taken place with a good response and participation. Thanks to Javier Garcia for the runway lights. John 
O'Brien has added lights to a Slow Stick and it looks great. His lights are so bright that Tomas Simatovic 

was flying his 3-D Foamy under the lights of John's plane. Ken Eckhaus also has an example of lights 
added onto a Slow Stick. He uses the battery balance connector to activate the lights instead of a switch. 
When 4 or 5 planes are in the air over the main runway it looks like the Disney Electrical Parade, great 

fun to watch and clearly those participating are having a good time. So add some lights and come join in. 
Robert Vizzo also discussed the possibility of adding a permanent charging station for our batteries using 

our newly donated generator (from Robert). Anyone with electrical experience who is interested in 
donating some time please contact Robert or any board member so we can discuss the possibilities. 

Somebody tell Doc Brown he will be able to remove that Big Battery from the trunk of his car or maybe 
charge it for fffree at the field. 

 
SHOW AND TELL 

Rich Tejeda reported that his twin engine, Otter, flew beautifully last week on its maiden flight. Yeah 
Rich!! 

Correction on Ed Oldenburg's Fokker D7 engine described in last month's notes, it's a British Laser 300v 
(50cc) engine. 

 
 
 

*** Notes from the Editor *** 
Just a quick reminder that club elections are coming up.  Please think about if you want to run for a 
position on the board.  I will try to have a list of the positions and the people who are running for the 
newsletter next month. 
 
Here is the Board as of now. 
 
President – Bill Schatz 
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Vice President – Jeff Maxwell 
Treasurer – John O’Brian 
Secretary - Don McDonald 
Safety Officer -  Jose Martinez 
Field maintenance - John Gonzales, Jack Lapraik 
 
If you wish to run for an Office or would like to suggest someone please contact one of them and let them 
know. 
 
Ken 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Mike Poses with his Flying Man.  I 
didn’t get to see this fly but was 
told it looked cool. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT CONDOR FIELD *** 
 
DEC 3 – WAR BIRD DAY AND TOY DONATION FUN FLY. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Channel Islands Condors 
P.O. Box 1993 
Camarillo, CA  93011-1993 
 


