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Channel Islands Condors 
P.O. Box 1993 

Camarillo CA 93011-1993 
Field Phone: (805) 482-3034 

Web Site:  www.cicondors.com 
 

                    Elected Officers 
President - - - - - - - - - - Bill Schatz      818-340-2180 
Vice President - - - - - - -Jeff Maxwell  805-658-8896 
Treas & Membership - John O’Brien  818-991-2139                                     
Secretary - - - - - - - - - Don McDonald 805-647-3131 
Safety Officer - - - - - -  Jose Martinez 805-482-6055 
Field maintenance  - - -John Gonzales 805-981-3020 
                                          Jack Lapraik 805-985-1185 
                Appointed Officers 
Newsletter Editor/ 
       Webmaster . . . . . . Ken Osborne   805-485-7353                                                                  
Membership & Data Base Manager   John O’Brien 
                                                                  818-991-2139 
                   Flight Instructors 
Chris Spangenberg     . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .  805-987-9859 
Ron Scott . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 805-522-5455 
 

Articles, coming events, or For Sale items 
should be mailed or E-Mailed to 

Ken Osborne at 
cicondorsnewsletter@gmail.com 

 

 

 
Newsletter articles or pictures should be 
sent in by the 20th  of each month. “For 
Sale” ads will run for one month unless you 
ask to have it extended. 
 

For membership info call John O’Brien  
818-991-2139  
 

Regular Meetings are held the 
first  Wednesday of the month at 
7:00 pm at Rio Mesa High School  
in the wood shop.  The July, August 
and Sept. meetings are held at the Condors 
field where we usually have fun-fly’s and 
night flying.  
 
 
 
 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

*** President's Report - February 2011 ***  
 
  Hi All, this has been a strange month one day the wind is blowing like mad and the next it is calm all day 
long!  I hope that you have had at least some time this year to get to the field and fly and talk with friends.  I 
don’t know if you are like me but have the fun is talking and watching others fly.  I know when I am trying to 
learn a new maneuver new NOTHING like a few buddies watching will make me push myself a little harder 
to get it done. 
 
I want to thank everyone for continuing to use the field log-in sheets as it is helpful information when I meet 
with the University as they continue to develop plans for the park area we now call home.  That being said 
I’m a numbers kind of guy and I have some info for those logs, and out member database: 
 

1) Currently we have 249 active members 
2) Of those 72 never signed in at the field 
3) 109 signed-in that they have a system on 2.4 Ghz 
4) We had 4649 sign-ins for the year 
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5) If you count the different frequencies people used on the log sheets we had 5370 logins 
6) 2.4 Ghz had 3123 entries, followed by Ch #18, #20, then #40, Ch #29 had no entries 
7) 83 people who signed in 12 or more times 
8) 40 signed in at least once a month for the year 
9) 29 signed in on average at least once a week 
10) 31 people averaged 4 or more logins a month 
11) 26 people averaged 5 or more logins a month 
12) 7 people averaged 10 or more logins a month 

 
  Our next event is Jeff’s Dawn of Flight, on Feb 20th, so bring out your pre-WWII plane.  I don’t have a plane 
that I can fly at this event, but Jeff’s breakfasts are enough to bring me to the field on that day so come out 
join in on the fun even you if don’t have a plane to fly! 
 
SAFETY ISSUE: We had an unnecessary mid-air at the field back in December, so I wanted to remind 
everyone that the rules we have, I am thinking right now about the general flight pattern, i.e. upwind over the 
runway and North grass area, and downwind farther out is NOT to restrict your fun!  It was written tha t way 
so we ALL can have fun and limit unnecessary destruction of our models.  I know that I have a LOT of time 
in some of my models, and to lose one for a selfish reason would make me VERY mad indeed.  I know I do 
enough stupid things that brings harm to my models without someone else doing things to make it worse!  So 
if you’re flying alone, or you or your spotter, has communicated with ALL other pilots currently flying that 
you are going to make a downwind pass against the normal flight pattern then it is OK, otherwise DON’T  DO 
IT!!!!!  I mean if you don’t feel you can follow some simple rules to help prevent unnecessary risk to others 
models, go fly at Apollo Field in the Sepulveda Basin.  Sorry for the rant, but the more I thought and wrote 
about this the madder I got. 
 
  Put it on your calendar our next club meeting will be on Feb 2nd at Rio Mesa High School in Oxnard, see you 
there. 
 
  See you at the field. 
  
- Bill - 

Hi All, 

  Just a quick reminder and update. 

  Main gate Locks:  The University originally planned on switching the outer main gate lock mechanism to a 
digital lock in mid February, but they under estimated the number of people who would need access to the 
park area so the switch over might be postponed, or we will have to share access codes. 

  Membership issue:  If you haven’t paid your dues for 2011 by Jan 1st officially your membership has 
expired, but the club by-laws allow you some time to get your payment in without any late penalties.  But if 
you want to fly even if you haven’t renewed your club membership yet, you can NOT fly if your AMA has 
expired – they provide our insurance.  Now that so many have switched to 2.4 Ghz and don’t put a 
membership card on the frequency board it is harder to tell who is current, so please if you haven’t renewed 
with the club yet because you haven’t renewed with the AMA please PLEASE don’t fly and risk our 
insurance coverage. 

  

– Bill Schatz – 
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*** Treasurer’s Report February: *** 
Please welcome the following new members to the Condors: Alexander Shin, Walt Wilson and Randy 

Bronson. 
Expenses since Last Month: 
$    80.00 Fence Factory (toilets) 
$    43.28 Verizon 
$    26.85 Consolidated Disposal Services 
$  120.00 Room Rental 
$    15.00 Locks 
$    23.57 Lock Repair 
$    15.95 Camarosa Water 
 
Total Expenses   $ 324.65 
 
Income since Last Month: 
 
$ 650.00 Membership Renewal 
 
Total Income $ 650.00 
 
Net $  300.35 
 
Regards, 
 
 -John 
 

*** Minutes from last General meeting *** 

CHANNEL ISLAND CONDORS 
Meeting Minutes on January 5, 2011 
From: Don MacDonald, Secretary 

 
Bill Schatz called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM. Happy New Year!!! 

___ members were present. 
 

NEW MEMBERS AND GUESTS 
Walt Wilson and Alex Chan were introduced as new members. Welcome to our new members. 

 
OLD AND NEW BUSINESS 

-Bill Schatz, President, reported on the "University control of the field" regarding the changing of the locking 
system for the park entrance. A new type of locking system (digital locking system) is being considered. Bill 

has been able to give some input on the implementation of the new system. Status: to be determined.  Bill will 
also be attending a University meeting so he will inform them of how we are installing the Owl Boxes and 
telling them that we maintain our outhouses, storage buildings, etc. Signs for our Loading Zone will be 

installed soon. Also want to remind everyone of the upcoming AMA Expo this weekend, Jan 7,8,9. 
-Jeff Maxwell, VicePresident, we need to reprint our Flight Rules sign (condensation damage) with any 

needed changes. 
-John O'Brien, Treasurer-Membership, we have a lot of members paying their new dues for 2011, next month 
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I will have a budget report. 
Field telephone is being worked on to restore function. Dates in the newsletter for field functions are as 

published. 
-Don MacDonald, Secretary, nice to be back on the board, my pen is all warmed up to take notes. 

-Jose Martinez, Safety Officer, can we cut off 6 inches on the aircraft run-up stands so people don't run into 
them? Suggest we wrap with foam or old carpet and shorten ends. 
No Smoking signs in the area- Bill Schatz will research their intent. 

Always check your Receiver Batteries before flying your plane especially those with gas or glow since 
Receivers need electron flow to keep your plane responding to your commands. 

We should have the field for at least 5 more years and Jeff Maxwell will be meeting with Lawrence Tougas, 
the AMA Site Preservation Director to gain information on how we should proceed and Bill Schatz is 

continuing to meet with University staff to keep the lines of communication open. 
 

GUEST SPEAKER 
John O'Brien presented a slide show of a unique building project of an ultralight highwing aircraft ma de of 
pine. John donated the kit to the EAA(Experimental Aircraft Assoc.) in Wisconsin. The plane was built in a 
week by 20 individuals including John in the summer of 1995 in the EAA museum workshop. The kit cost 
$2700 & the motor (2 cylinder 50HP) was $5000. They cut out and assembled all the pieces and glued with 
epoxy, etc. just like we do with our small model planes. Lots of great pictures of the vintage airplanes in the 

museum also. 

*** EDITORS NOTES *** 

I wish to thank everyone who has sent pictures and items for the newsletter and the web page.   It helps when 
I don’t have to come up with filler so Keep the pics coming if I don’t use them in the newsletter I will have 
them on the web page.  Also if you have any tips or tricks for flying or building please let me know.  I would 
like to have an area on the web page for that but need stuff to put there. 

Also on items sent in for the newsletter: 

When you send me a file please make sure it is a .doc file or a .txt file.  .pdf files are nice but I have to retype 
everything so I will no longer accept them for submissions.  If it is an article for the webpage pdf files are ok. 

Happy Flying 

Ken 

*** ITEMS FOR SALE *** 

Gentle Lady (2 meter glider) with Cox engine and Futaba (27 MHz) R/C system…$40. 

Contact Ron in Ventura at 805-642-5505 

Senorita for Sale 
 

Cream and blue with gold striping tape, this plane was custom built for me a few years ago by Wally Briggs at 
(as I recall) around $500.  While it started out as a Senorita, it should rightly be called a Senorita MKII.   

While the design of the tail remains essentially unchanged, you can see that Wally has artfully modified the 
shape of the cowl in top and side view for a much better look.  He has also modified the airfoil from a flat 
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bottom to a semi-symmetrical airfoil with barn door ailerons and flaps.   The wing mounts with four 1/4x20 
nylon bolts and the aluminum landing gear strut has been buffed to a high gloss.  Wheel pants have been 

added and though they were never installed, Wally also built a set of his design floats for the plane – which 
are also included. 

 
In addition to the “just broken-in” OS 52/4 with an aluminum spinner, all seven Futaba servos (2-ailerons, 2-
flaps, rudder, elevator, and throttle) and fuselage-mounted charge/on/off switch are included.  While there is 

a battery in the plane, because the plane has not been flown recently the receiver battery pack should be 
replaced and a receiver is obviously required. (I fly Futaba 6 meters and have pulled my receiver) As I recall, 

the plane has absolutely no more than 5-6 flights on it since Wally delivered it to me.  The plane has never 
been crashed.  It does have two instances of hanger rash on the bottom of the wing (small punctures in the 

MonoKote) which have been sealed with Scotch magic tape. 
 

I am planning to take the plane and floats to Marty’s in a couple of weeks or so and list it for $495.  If anyone 
is interested in buying it before I hang it there I will sell it for $395.  

 
Ben Strasser 
818/571-7112 

Mike Panek has a list of items to sell 

See the sale page on the web page for a full list. 

Too many items to retype here. 

*** NEW BUSINESS LISTING ON THE WEB PAGE *** 

Hi!  
  
I own the company that manufactures the EZ Balancer line www.ezbalancer.com  
  
Peter Chagares 
Southwest Systems/EZ Balancer 
805/527-6337 
Email: info@ezbalancer.com 

 

PICTURE BY RICK COX 
2010 GATHERING OF THE GIANTS 
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ALL PICTURES ON THIS PAGE 
WERE TAKEN BY RICK COX 
2010 GATHERING OF THE GIANTS 
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*** UPCOMING EVENTS AT CONDOR FIELD *** 

FEB 20 – CIC DAWN OF FLIGHT (WWI AND GOLDEN ERA PLA NES ONLY) 

MAR 26 – ELECTRIC FUN-FLY 

APR 29 – MAY 1 – GATHERING OF THE GIANTS ( 80” WING SPAN FOR MONO PLANES 60” 
WINGSPAN FOR BIPLANES) 

JUN 12 – HELICOPTER FUN FLY 

JUNE 26 – WAR BIRD DAY 

JULY ?? – CAMARILLO IMAC EVENT (DATE PENDING) 

DEC 3 – WAR BIRD DAY AND TOY DONATION FUN FLY. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

        
        Channel Islands Condors 
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