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P.O. Box 1993 
Camarillo CA 93011-1993 

Field Phone: (805) 482-3034 
Web Site: www.cicondors.com 

 
Elected Officers 
President - - - - - - - -  Bill Schatz 818-340-2180 
Vice President - -  -Jeff Maxwell 805-658-8897 
Treas & Membership - John O’Brien                   
818-991-2139 
Secretary - - - -  Don McDonald- 805-647-3131 
Safety Officer -  Jose Martinez --805-482-6055 
         Field maintenance 
John Gonzales ----------------------805-981-3020 
Jack Lapraik ------------------------805-985-1185 
Appointed Officers 
Newsletter Editor/ 
Webmaster . . . Ken Osborne--- 805-485-7353 
Membership & Data Base Manager 
John O’Brien----------------------818-991-2139 
Flight Instructors 
Chris Spangenberg . . . . .. . . . . 805-987-9859 

Articles, upcoming events, or For Sale items 
should be mailed or E-Mailed to 
Ken Osborne at 
cicondorsnewsletter@gmail.com 
Newsletter articles or pictures should be 
sent in by the 20th of each month. “For 
Sale” ads will run for one month unless you 
ask to have it extended. 
For membership info call John O’Brien 
818-991-2139 
Regular Meetings are held the 
first Wednesday of the month at 
7:00 pm at Rio Mesa High School 
in the wood shop. The July, August 
and Sept. meetings are held at the Condors 
field where we usually have fun-fly’s and 
night flying. 

 Ron Scott . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . 805-522-5455 
_______________________________________________________ 

*** President's Report – May 2011 *** 
 

  Hi All.  The weather has been great and I hope everyone is getting some time to make it to the field and 
fly. 
 
  The University is still in the process of creating our new use permit.  And I am sure things will be 
different for us than when the Parks Department had control of the land.  As such we will start seeing 
more activity in the park and their plan is to have the main gate and our gate open during the day, which 
is good and bad for us.  So will have to see how it goes.  The University want to start charging a daily 
parking fee to park in our lot.  I also understand that some class will start running some outdoor 
experiments in the river bed and at various locations around the park.  So if you see a bunch of students 
working in the park area please treat them with the respect they deserve.  Last time I was at the field I 
noticed that they are putting up chains to block the road to the pond and to the dairy so the main gate 
can be left open and the people that drive into the park will have fewer places to go.  We haven’t worked 
out all of the details yet, and because we are not directly associated with the University we have been un-
invited from the Park Planning Committee meetings.  I have asked some of our members that have 
connections with the University to see if they can find out where we might fit into the long range plans for 
the park area. 
 
  I am writing this just before out 23rd Annual Gathering of the Giants, and I don’t have anything that is 
large enough to fly at this even, but I always enjoy going and talking with everyone. 
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  That’s all I have this month, I have to get back to repairing a couple of models, and don’t forget to put it 
on your calendar our next club meeting will be on May 4th at Rio Mesa High School in Oxnard, see you 
there. 
 
  See you at the field. 
  
- Bill - 
 
 

*** Treasurer’s Report May 2011: *** 
 

Please welcome the following new members to the Condors Blake Hill and Scott Hall. 
Expenses since Last Month: 

$    80.00 Fence Factory (toilets) 
$    36.37 Verizon 

$   105.93 E.J. Harrison (Trash) 
$  120.00 Room Rental 

$    14.33 Camarosa Water 
$  210.00 AMA Charter Renewal 

$    40.91 Newsletter Misc. 
 

Total Expenses   $ 607.54 
Income since Last Month: 

 
$ 600.00 Membership Renewal 

 
Total Income $ 600.00 

 
Net $  -7.54 

 
Regards, 

 
-John 

 
*** Minutes from last General meeting *** 

CHANNEL ISLAND CONDORS 
Meeting Minutes on April 6, 2011 
From: Don MacDonald, Secretary 

 
President Bill Schatz called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

There were 33 members present. 
 

NEW MEMBERS AND GUESTS 
No new members or guests tonight. 

 



 4 

OLD BUSINESS 
Jeff Maxwell, Vice President, recommended a Movie "The Call to Glory", 1984. 

John O'Brien, Treasurer, no report. 
Don Mac Donald, Secretary, no report. 

Jose Martinez, Safety Director, no report. 
Bill Schatz, President, reported on the status of the continuing negotiations with the University and the 

potential of a parking fee for our members. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
None to report this evening. 

 
GUEST SPEAKER 

Darryl Bergstrom showed us "the art  & science of how to make your ARF more authentic". The plane 
that he used to show his tranformation was the Topflite P-40 Warhawk ARF Giant Scale, 86 in. 

wingspan. He begins by completely removing the existing monokote which comes off easily and replaces it 
with 3/4 ounce fiberglass cloth using Nitrate Dope, then Aqua Primer and Bondo filler.  And that's just 
the preparation for this artist's canvas. The details and brush strokes that follow create a realistic re-

creation of a battle-worn Warbird from World War II . 
 

Here is a list of the products he used: 
Paint: Behr-Premium Plus Ultra, Home Depot, $2.94/7.25 oz. sample 

Mixing: 2 parts paint, 1 part Floetrol, 1/2 to 1 part water, then add 1 drop per oz. dishwashing liquid, 
shake well before use! 

Automotive Primer: PP&G Aqua Primer (water bourne primer) 
Fiberglass: 0.75 to 1.5 oz. cloth 

Nitrate Dope: thinned with about 30% thinner 
Water Based Polyurethane: for use over the foam 

Steelwool:  #000 or #0000 (wash with thinner before use to remove oil) 
Drafting Pencil: A. W. Faber-Castell Filmar (FC-F) for use on drafting film 

Krylon UV-Resistant Clear (Matte finish) 
Minwax Oil-Based Polyurethane Clear Satin: in spray can 

Treasure Gold Antiqueing Wax, 3080 Silver: find at Jo-Anns or Michaels 
Sharpie Metallic Silver Permanent Marker 

Airbrush Paint: Transparent shading with Grey, Whit e, Raw Umber, Tan, etc. 
Oil-Base Pastels and Regular Pastels: various shades 

8 oz. Plastic Bottles: to hold and store paint, Harbor Freight, 3 bottles for $2.49 
Bondo Evercoat Lite Weight Filler 

Spray Gun & Small Airbrush: Harbor Freight     Darr yl Bergstrom (805) 496-7184 
 

Thank you Darryl for sharing your meticulous attention to detail! 
 

Classic Pattern Get-Together May 21st 
By Robert Fish 

 
Classic pattern is coming to our field in the form of an informal get-together of like minded enthusiasts 

on Saturday, May 21st. So what is “Classic Pattern” and how does it differ from “Regular” Pattern? 
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What is “Pattern” Flying anyway? 

“Pattern” is a term that applies to Precision Aerobatics. A sequence of aerobatic maneuvers are 
performed in a predetermined sequence, and the flight is judged (by two judges) for the correctness of 

the geometry of the maneuvers, positioning, and smoothness. There are different sequences or “patterns” 
varying in difficulty from easy entry level to “Wow”, that’s tough. IMAC  is pattern flying with “scale” 

airplanes. Pattern flying is flying with a purpose. 
 

What do you get out of it? 
Good question. When I was a lad learning to fly (1974), if you wanted to be a hot pilot, you would fly 
pattern. Why? Pattern flyers were the best pilots. They practiced doing something specific, and were 

disciplined. They did not just randomly toss their airplanes about, and it looked good. This still holds true 
today. Try flying straight and level from one end of the field to another. Not so easy, is it? 

 
So what is “Classic Pattern”? 

Classic Pattern is often referred to as the “Golden Age” of pattern flying. Unlike today’s pattern fly ing, 
the schedules did not run together as one continuous sequence. Instead, one maneuver was performed per 
pass, the aircraft then turned around, and another maneuver was performed. And so it went, until all ten 

maneuvers were complete. 
 

What about the airplanes? 
The airplanes used were considerably different that those flown today. There was a 10cc (.61) limit on 

engine displacement. (Note: There was no gas power, four strokes, or electrics back then.) The airplanes 
were sleek and fast, and tracked like arrows. They were manly, and had a commanding presence in the 
air. If you have ever seen the Blue Angels or the Thunderbirds fly at an air show, you will know what I 

mean. 
 

Do I need to compete? 
No, you can practice pattern and reap the benefits, applying them to whatever facet of R/C that you 

enjoy. 
 

Do I need a fancy/complicated/expensive airplane? 
No. Any aerobatic sport airframe will do. 

 
Why the interest today? 

Pattern evolved just as things have a tendency to do. The airplanes got larger and more expen$ive. The 
pattern became a continuous sequence (called “Turnaround” pattern) just like an IMAC sequence. 
Lots of guys “my age” that flew pattern back in the day moved on to other things (wife, kids career, 
prison, etc) and once those commitments ran their course, had time to return to playing with our toy 

airplanes. When they saw what pattern had become, they thought it was not so great, and started looking 
for what they loved before. Nowadays, there is a resurging interest in what we now call Classic Pattern. 
There is quite a bit of organized activity in the East and South, but none out west. The Classic Pattern 
Get-Together is an effort to get enthusiasts together in one spot, get to know one another, and get some 

exposure for this activity. 
Most people give the blank stare when asked about Classic Pattern, likely because they have never seen 
anything like it before. It is our hope that that will change, and this Gathering is an effort to that end. 
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Is this a contest? Will the field be closed that day? 

No, it is not a contest, and the attendees will blend in to the normal day’s traffic. They will be operating 
as my guests, in accordance with the Club bylaws. So don’t be afraid- have a look at what is going on. 

You may like it! 
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*** UPCOMING EVENTS AT CONDOR FIELD *** 
May 21 Classic Pattern Fly IN 
JUN 12 – HELICOPTER FUN FLY 
JUNE 26 – WAR BIRD DAY 
JULY ?? – CAMARILLO IMAC EVENT (DATE PENDING) 
DEC 3 – WAR BIRD DAY AND TOY DONATION FUN FLY. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Channel Islands Condors 
P.O. Box 1993 
Camarillo, CA  93011-1993 
 


